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Ribbon, for 4 Wager be had Toft to hr, Un | 
at Diſcretion; that i, to pay NE 


what he pleaſed. e i 
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M ADA M, | | ; : a : | 
9 IN CE Diſcretion is one of 1 

W the chiefeſt Qualifſcations r || 


"a" Gallant, I think, that inn 
ſending vou 1 Tuelue, | e 1 | 
1 | T4 oF | 

* The whole Turn of this Letter, conſe ts aleagerdgs | in. yp . 
the double Meaning of the =y words Diſcretion and. l 
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Fou very generouſly what I owe you. 
Tak 9 4 raid of taking ſo great a ode 
never admit of one ; for I aſſure you, that do 
vou may ſafely confide in theſe, and that it Nit f 
is not in their Power to tell of the Favours ry. 
you grant em. What Glory ſoever it 51 
may be to receive yours; tis no ſuch eaſy oc 
4 matter to find many of that Humour, at a iho! 
time when they are all ſo full of Vanity; cha 
and therefore I was fain to ſeek after them | 
a great way off, and ſend for em out of 
England. Theſe are not the firſt, to your 
knowledge, Mapam, that have been well 
received in France; but certainly theſe are . 
the happieſt that ever came into it: And [Ws 
if yon vouchſafe to receive em, they need 
not envy thoſe that ſerve the greateſt 
Queens and Princeſſes. For really, Mapam, 
There is nothing above you upon Earth; 
and whoever could get a place in your Af- 
fection, might boaſt of being in the higheſt 
in the World. Methinks I ſay a great 
deal for a Man that pays a Wager at Di/- 
cretion; but conſider I beſeech you, that 
one Love-Letter is not too much for a Dozen 
Gallants ; and that thoſe for whom'Iwrite, 
_at Jeaſt their Country- men, have ſuch an 
8 — am a—g—ncgs hiya ones 
_ »Gallant ; the former of which, in French, figniftes 
| Diſcretion and a BR 3 and the _ a Gal- 
| Jont, and a Knot of Ribbons. i ad 
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$4. rar nd 0 | | e-L. Wen Es ins 
odd way of Expreſſing themſclves,.that it 
ſeems, they are talking of Love, when they 

do nothing but Compliment. * Dont think 
it ſtrange then, that I, being their Secreta- 
ry, have in ſome meaſure imitated their 
Style; and be aſſured that if I had had any 
occaſion of ſpeaking on my own account, I 
mould have contented my ſelf with ſaying 
chat Iam, with all the Reſpect imaginable, 


M 1 au, | 
„ ye 
eee 
„ pA 


Mapa, . ad 


9 INCE Teſterday has ſeem'd longer to 
0 me than the laſt three Months of my 
deing without ſeeing you, and I have no 
Body here to receive my Letters; give me 

leave to write to you, and tell you that 1 
ever was ſo much in love before. The 
hree or four Civii Words you ſaid to me 
the other Day, have ſo ſtuck in my Mind, 
that 1 cannot remember or think upon any” 
thing that has been ſaid to me ever ſince. 
Beſides the Favour you granted me from 
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it; and I ſhall do well enoug 
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guter Fire 
that Aromatick Wood which you had 
prepared for me; and I muſt believe the 


Flame of it to be very agreeable, ſince it 


pleaſes me while I am Confuming in it: 


: Therefore I do not ask your Aſſiſtance in 


my preſent Condition, neither would 1 
have any means uſed that might extinguiſh 

f without ap- 
plying Remedies to allay it's Fierceneſs. 
The only thing I have to deſire of you, is, 
the Liberty of Burning in your preſence; 


and ſince I am to be Conſumed, that I may 
be fo at your Honſe, that my Aſhes, at 
leaſt, may remain with you. Thoſe of ſo 
Reſpectful, ſo Reaſonable, and ſo Diſinte- 
reſſed a Lover, richly deſerve to be kept; 
and you ought not to refuſe this Favour, to 


a Man, who takes ſo much pleaſure in 


Dying for you. 


P. S. When I firſt took Pen in hand, I on!y 


defign'd to a:k you whether you went to 

„ - Play to Morrow; but I could for- 
bear Writing you this, which in my opini- 

on, is very much like a Love- Letter. Tho 

- - __ you. are not uſed to receive one from 
Pour forty three Lovers; I intreat you to 


read 
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Ia, Pe 
read this Affeftionately.- If you can ſtay at 


Home to Morrow, you will oblige me ex- 
treamly ; but if Jou muſt go to the Play, 


Weep for me; and when you behold 
Tragieal things that will be there repre- 


ſented, remember * ac ſuffer for 


you os the wag avant) 


| Larrus * 1. 


14 


„* MADAM 


. 


Oz of the Fairies, to wha you fay 


you careleſly | teave your Letters after 
you have written em, has certainly had a 
Finger in that which you ſent me. But 
however I muſt believe that it is one of the 


x: knowing in all their Troop; and that 


has liy'd as much at Court, as in the 
Woods. I don't think that there are many 
of 'em that could do ſo much; and I am 


of Opinion, that the ſame that, inſpires you 
to Taſk, has now aſſiſted” you in ware, 


Belides the witty Turns which I obſ 


and the Beauties which viſibly a n 
it, there is ſtill ſomething more in it, chat 
touches the Heart as much as the Mind, and 


a pas Virtue that ä extraordina- 


* - gs 4 2 * 25 * Ms. E 1 2 . = * 7 e 8 _ F 1 * ak Ga — 
* 9 . n . : . * 7 , TSFT 3% PE yt TRY IEEE N 
a r 1 8 * 3 , 7 
7 FO * * 7 N 8 - hrs . * = £7 


Fo 2% 7 
; K 


ry Effects. I had no ſooner read it, but i 
found my ſelf eaſed of all my Aſfſictions, and 
my Soul was in as great Tranquility, as if 
there had been e longer any ſuch Thing 
as Abſence, Fealouſfes or ' Deſores. That, 


— 


methinks, could never have been done, 
| Mayan, but by the power of Fairies ; and 


to Love you as Ido, and yet to be content- 


ed without the Sight of you, *: what can- 


not Naturally happen. However, I am 
obliged to you for putting me into the Con- 


dition I am in at preſent; and ſince Reaſon 


cannot Comfort me, you do well to make 


uſe of Enchantments. Lam only afraid of 


n 


their not laſt ing long enough, I diſtruſt the 
Joy 1 feel; and of which 1 know not the 
Cauſe; and I fear leſt it is with me, as with 
thoſe Bodies n from the Dead, 


* 
4 


and which being animated only. by Magſck, 


act but ap a. certain Time, and then im- 
mediately. drop. down, as ſoon as the 
Charm is ended. Do not ſufſer it to be 
ſo ; and ſince your Words revive me, and 
Vour Letters are Spell which hinder me 
from Dying, take cart always to renew 
em, and let me at leaſt be kept ahve by 
Art, till . ſee. you agen, and the Sight of 


you gives me a real Life: You mult believe 


that the Deſcription of your Adventures 
Was extreamly diverting, ſince 
take Pleaſure, in the many Pfffculties you 
Encounter d. I beſeech you 80 continue 
. c : 


it made me 


; giving me an Account of all your Ady et | 
£ tures 3 and as you have related to me 

thoſe which happen d to you in the Woods, 
5 fo ſend me word of whatever you meet 
2 with in Town, when you get thither. Be- 
* 
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ſides you haye taken an handſome opportu- 
nity of ſhewing that you know the 
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f To Mademoiſelle de RAMBOUILLET. 

h 1 Wiſh, with all my heart, you could 
have ſeen what a Condition 1 was in the 

2 other Day, from Vienne to Valence. No 

j- ſooner did the Day begin to break, and the 

e Sun to gild the Tops of the Mountains, but 

x WM weembark'd on the Rhone. It Was one of 

d thoſe fine Days, in which Apollo, when he 

e has a mind to appear more glorious than 

W ordinary, arrays himſelf ; and which is ne- 

y ver ſeen at Paris but in the midſt of Sum- 

of mer. The reſt of the Paſſengers that were 

* in the Veſſel with me, diverted themſelves 

Ss 1 ee Ys | n "a 

le Dauphine, which a upon our Left- 

* bu about ten r twelve . from 

e us, all cover'd with Snom; ſometimes the. 
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Lars 


üttle Hills of the Rhone, and the fine Val- 
© Hes which © reach farther than one can Je, 
all full of Trees in Noſſom. For my: 

_ + While they were all gay and merry. in t 
Cubin, I ſtole away from em, and 7 


upon Dect alone, and while every one Was 


- admiring the Objects that were round em, 
I began to think on what I had parted with. 
5 1 — with my Right-Arm leaning on the 


D SIE Head a little hanging down; and 
— pport by the Hand of the ſame Arm; 

10 the other Arm was careleſly. extended, and 
in that Hand I held a Book, which ſerv'd 
me for. a pretence of witkdrawing from the 


Company. I earneſtly caſt my Eyes to- 


wards the River, which I now beheld no- 


more. Every now. and then great drops 


of Tears ran trickling down my en 4 


fetch d Sighs, at every one of which: 
' Kem'd as if part of my Saul was —.—— 
out; and at every moment I ſpoke con- 
2 fuſed and broken Words, which thoſe that 
food. Wy y could not well over - hear, and 
"which I will tell you, Whenever you pleaſe. 
The Relation I haye-here made 5 vie 
Have appear d to more Advantage,..and-had 


receivd greater Embelliſhments, if bad 


; "ſent it you in Verſe; for 1 proteſt to. ou, 
- that the Water-Nymphs were concerned ai. 


my Sorrow, and the God of the River, was 
pb 1 p 1 unn it. n Fe þ But all 


hoo, a, Lond a4 


* — ho, heed 08 Of 
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Love. Lettere. © 
ver, I remain'd in this poſture about ſeven 
ö Hours,, without eyer ſtirring either Hand | 
or Foot. I heartily. wiſh you could have 
: ſeen me thus at my Prayers, it might have 
t given you ſome Devotion; and the Maſter 
S of our Veſſel ſaid he had carried in his 
5 Life-time above Ten thouſand Men fronr 
þ Lyons to Beaucaire, but thar he had never 
© ſeen one that appear'd to be ſo Wild and 
| I Diſtracted. , After this fine Deſcription 5 
2 W that I have juſt now given you, a Thought 4 
a comes into my Head, that you imagine all 1 
d Wl this to be Fulſe; and that what I have ſaid 
C ofit, was only to find Matter to fill up a 
Letter. Tho? this ſhould be true, MA DAM, 
indeed I were not to be blamed for it; 
for, to be free with you, one is often put 
hard to it, to find out what to ſay; and I 
cannot conceite, how without ſome In- 
ventions like this, Perſons that have neither 
Love nor Buſineſs between em, can write 
often to each other. However, to ſpeak. 
i1genuouſly the Truth to you, all that L told 
Sorrow. is real, but as for the Concern which 
the Nymphs,, and the God of the Rhone felt, 
| am not certain of it. I ſpent a whole Mor- 
ning in one Thought, without ever taking 
ny Mind off from it a moment. During, 
that time, I on. to vou however, that! 9 
thought three or four times, on Madam e 
. Ihe reſt of my Hours I employed in 
5.4 CCS. » th g A 5 > 2% 5 5% thinking 
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thinking on the Lady your Mother, and 
your Self. 1 gave you my Word, that if we 
went by Water, I would perform what I 
promiſed you; and! have done it fo well, 


that if the like . to me once more, 


the firſt Sun that ſhines upon my Head in 


Languedoc, will make me Diſtracted. Tis 


already ſo hot at Avignon, that we can hard- 
Iy bear it. Fl rang pe We are arriv'd 
here together; we find Fleas and Violets e- 


very where: I heartily wiſh you both of 


**m, for 1 ſhall be very glad, Mapam, not 


to have you ſleep too much in my Abſence.. 


and I wiſh you every thing that is fine, 
Vo n Mapa 
as Your, &c. 


3. 


Pi. S. Twas, I aſſure yon, a glorious 


Sight, to behold all the Windows in the 
Streets of Avignon, illuminated laſt Night, 


with Candles, Lanthorns, and Torches, 


to ſee My Lord Cardinal, who arriv'd 
about ſeven in the Evening: It was as 
light as at Noon-day, and if the Pope him- 


. TIf were to come hither, his Holineſs 


gould' not be received in greater State. 
People gave him every where a thouſand 


'Bleſlipgs, and becauſe *tis the Pope's Domi- 


nions, they are liberal of em in this Coun- 
I . try. 
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more violent by half than it was, an 
increafes'fo much, that unleſs 1 ſee you a- 
gainquickly, I plainly perceive it will ex- 
ceed all manner of Bounds. To ſpeak in- 
genuouſly, belides my Satisfaction of ha- 

ving been ſome time without Holding Di- 
ſputes with you, and having paſſed a whole 
Lent without having any Quarrels with 
you about Almond. Nuk; 10onfefß to yon, 
Mavpan, that your Letter; contribute ſtill 
much towards making me judge more fa - 

e of yor, and thinking you handſom- 
er 
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be ems of Avignon, 


than he. 
are, are dee, 1643. 


Ltr v. 
To auen de RanzowuLens. 


Map an,; 


ZE I Muſt own, I ſhould 1 Love you ficangely.: 


were I never to ſee you; for having 


been only but two Months without the 


Sight of you; my Paſſion for you is 55 der 
uy. 
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are very well; 
Mo MAP the Yice-Legare is a fat Man, and: 
| Monſieur the Count e a little fatter. 


1 | 5 : v3 ; 2 V | Love. Letters. | 5 
cer than pon were. The. we which yow have 
done me the Honour ta write me, have late- 
IV ſurpriſed me as. much as if I had never 
been acquainted with your Wit; and tho? . 
one has, to be free with you, ſome Diſcon- 
tent in reading n in em, that 
one could mention here, I have, I aſſure 
you, receiy'd a great deal of Pleaſure from 
em; they. have Comforted me in all my 
Afﬀittions ;, they have almoſt eas'd me of all 
my Troubles; and have given me a Joy, 
which I could not have in this Place, unleſs 
by Enchantment, or a Miracle. There is 
ſo much of both in What you write, that 1 
do not wonder, Mapam, at their havin 
ſuch an Effect upon me; I ot bar] 
that they make me ſo impatientof the Hap- 
zuneſs of 25705 you again: Since it is cer- 
tain, chere is no Man that has 2 Taſte of 
goo! Things, and knows you to be ſo Ma- 
. Iſcious as I do, but would willingly deſire 
do be always two hundred Leagues from you, 
d0o receive your Letters. Vou ought ſtill. 
more to wiſh that I would content my ſelf 
wiuotth this Happineſs, and not deſire to come 
iN near you again; for without doubt, [- ſerve 
ren much better in being Abſent from you, 
And you are, beyond Compariſon, more a- 
| SR grecable to me. - And indeed, when] think 
p pon all the Services I have done you ſince 
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Jou left Paris; all that have ſaid by your 
Older ta . de Rouſſillon; the W I 
5 23 1 NE | | Have 


alſo aſſure you Madam, and Monſieur; de: 


the firſt Preſident will be on your ſide. 1- 


n of your Affection to Honſieur the 


1 a n 
Lous- Letters. 13 
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Count 


the Perſons in the World, whom you Ho- 
nour'd and Loy'd the moſt ;; the Wonders 
| aid in your, Favour to Madam de Saint Si- 

mon; and the. Words in which I aſſur d the 
Deputies of Marſeiles, of the Goodwill you , 
have always born towards them and their. 
City :- It ſeems to me that Igo up and down 
the World, purely to procure you Ad- 
mirers, to keep up your Friendſhips, and 
to ſpread your Reputation by em. Beſidesy; 
yeſterday Monſieur the Preſident. F. whom 
| ſaw in. the King's Chamber, came and 
talk d to me abont your Wiz; 1 told him, 
that he was one of the Men in the World 
whom you mightily lik d, and that to, my 

knowledge, you had had a particular Reſpect? 
and Jaclination for him a long Time, He 
is a fine. Gentleman, and he believ'd it. 1 


Chaveroche, that if ever you have any-Caulg, 
brought before the Parliament of Grenoble, 


was extreamly pleaſed at the reading what 
you ſent me word about the Marquiſs de 


1 
aint 447 Miſtreſſes. Realy, I am ve. 
ry well pleas'd at it, and he only wanted cg 


lead ſuch a manner of Life once in his Days, 
to make him a compleat Gallant, Lo ſpea 
ingenuouſly,. to put ſomething in his Min 


92. I 


the Lady, his Wife, of, her being one of 
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that may ſopply” the Place of the Perſon 
that was there 3 he was forced to put 
Sven at once; and even ſtill, he will * 
much ado to find in Seven of em, every 
thing he loyd in one ſingle one. However, 
Ithink it ſtrange, and cannot conceive, to 
deal freely with you, how it is that a Man 
can Love Seven Women at once; for as for 
my part, I never lov'd but Six, when 1 loyd 
the moſt, and a Man muſt be infamous to 
love Seven at a Time. But, Ma pam, as he 
is become a General Lover, and I am grown 
Melancholy, I believe, for my part, that 
we 8 d Souls with each other, the laſt 
2 — me, when Itook my leave 
For fince that Time, I have been 
tnally reſtleſs and uneaſie, I have al- 
ways wiſhd my ſelf out of the Places I have 
been in, and even methinks, 1 had rather 
love m_—y du Vigean as I uſed to do.] 
know not whether t is proceedseither Wn 
the Honour ſhe has done me in remembring 
2 or elſe from the Natural Conſequence 
an Affection fo well grounded as. mine, 
Luc increaſes and grows ſtronger every 
n but I heartily wiſh, that inſtead of 
- His havi hitherto loy'd the ſweeteſt na- 
tur d Perſon in the World, he had made his 
* adreſs! to the other whom you know,who 
| wonld have a Man live and die in her Ser- 
vice, after he has once declared that he has 


 enter'd bimſelf! into it, one would have ſeen 
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what would have been the Event of it: and ] 


really it. would be neceſſary, for the univer-- 
{al good of Mankind, to ſee a-Perfidious: 
Wretch once puniſh'd; I call him Perfidiousz. + 
tho? he has done nothing but what-was de- 
ſired of him; but he ought not to have been 
able to have done it, and for his own Ho- 
nour, and the Affection I bear him, I wiſh: 
him dead for it. But we ſhall one day or 
other, ſee theſe Sparks horribly puniſhed in. 
the other World. For my part, I, Who 
have been a Sinner, as well-as others, have. 
been Converted after a wonderful manner 
and I can fay, that I have put my Soul at 
Reſt on that fide. But, Map am, what is 
that yon told me of the Marriage between 
Madam de and the Count i 
and where is it that Fortune has been 
ſearching for theſe two Perſons to joyn em 
together? I rejoyce at that between Ma- 
dam de C and the Count du F 


There is one of our She-Friends that will _ 


be in a great pet about theſe Weddings, ank 
t my felf am very ſorry I was not at em. 
All the News here is, that the Garrifon of 
Colioure ha ve Capitulated; you will fee by 
the Letter I ſend you, that I did not for- 
get to deliyer Madam de Leſdigueres that 
which you writ her. Tis now four Hours 


fince I began writing; is it not Time, in 
me to tell you, that 
a 3535 TY 


your Opinion, for 
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75 Madam De vanes. 


* — 1 
_ | 
Ma” . 


TE have indeed a great deal of Bu- 
4 ſineſs upon our Hands, as you may 
ſee here and a Man knows not which way 
to return wo his Dry, after having ſo 2220s 
neglected to pay it, and even to a Pe 
to whom he is under ſuch powerful Odli⸗ 
gations. as 1 am to yon, and to whom ſo 


is ranch en Care, and Affection is ow- 


have been ſeyeral. Months endea- 
ng to find out an, Excuſe for 1 my. Fault, 


"mY | os to. write vou Aa Fine, Letter, . in Which I 


ſignꝰd to prove to you, by twenty or thir- 
ty Reaſons, that I have not Ny in my 
Huy. But, 1 confeſs to you, that L have not 


Ne yet been able to find out one „ nay, I be- 


le ve, that all the E ere Wit, and Rhe- 
torick of our Univerſity,could 1155 compaſs 
it, and tis all that yours, and that of Mon- 


' iN ſieur the Marquiſs together, | Id do. 
+08 Therefore, Map A My tis to you two, that 


th. 
* 
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, 
il "Bad 


1 Addreſs my elf; to beſeech you to ſei 


me word Frankly what a Man, that is in 


my Place, can ſay for himſelf. Faitb, I be- 


lie ve: yon would then have as hard a Task 
on't, as I have now. But if you have not 
Invention enough to hide my Fault, have 
at leaſf ſõ much Goodneſs, as to forgive it 


me. Lou can neither of you, by any other 


way, better yerifie what I here ſay of you 
both, every Day, that there are not, under 


the Cope of Heaven, two more ſuch Good, 
ſucfi SociaBle, and ſach Generous Perſons, 


as your ſelves. I beg you, however, to 


believe, that I have long ſuffer'd under a 
ſevere Sorrow for my Crime; and am now 
only ſeeking after the Means to free my ſelf 
from it. So that, to take the Matter riglit- 
ly, I am not guilty in reality, but bnf of 


the firſt Monti s Neglect; for all the reſt _ 
of the time, tis Shame, and the Confuſion” 


which every Man of Honour, that has fo 
baſely failed in his yr gene be in, that 
have reſtrain'd me. And i 

ſoften your Reſentment, 1 ſtill know of a 


way, Madam, of weinen you; and that 


within three Days, bound Hand and Foot, 
that you may dearly ſhew me what I have 
deſer vd, and give an Example in me, that 
for the future may make all Ungratefui! 
Wretches Tremble. For; in ſhort, M4 


daM, I will Live no longer out of your 


Fayour z, 
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Favour; and there is no Danger to which 


Iwill not expoſe wy deln, to convince ou 
dine NE __ Y 
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15 Madam, the — ds 
RAMBOUILLET: : 


* TR 


T Had fome Reaſon for my being 7 very 
¶ poſitive about my Way from Falenor ; 
the other Road, Which was directly ſtrait, 
and which People told me I could not miſs 
if I would, Iloſt my ſelf in three times ye- 
ſterday, do bet Le. When I was juſt 
by the Walls of Bre uane, inſtead of turning 


on the n turned on the Left, 
and went 


irectly as ſtrait as. a Line to 2 
Village that was two long Miles out of wy 
way. I dont know: how that hap 
but Madam 4 e and Mad 
Saint Megrin ran ſtrangely in my ma i- 
nation, and I ſaw em like two — 1 


Playing always before me, and lighting 


me out of my way. I betech you how-- 
_ W to * them for i * 
or 


ry 


It, 


the Air with you.. _ 
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fr I ſhould then be afraid of their ſerving. 
me a worſe. Trick another time, and my De- 
ſign is to have no Quarrel with ſuch ſort of 


Perſons, and to bear every thing, rather 
than be out of their Favour. However, I 
am arriyd here as ſafely as if 1 had had 
your Footman with me. I met with no 


Wolves by the way; nor any of the Dan- 
gers you fear d for me; and I have run no 


Hazard but by the Perſons that I left with 
you. I aſſure you, Map am, that this Day 


will not paſs without my often wiſhing to ſee 
— Tov, and to take 


the Horſe Griffon. 


: "LETTER VIII. 


To Mademoiſelle de RAMBOUILLET. 


E ALLY, a Man is never at Reſt when 


Journey, but I thought no other Misfor- 
une, beſides. the greateſt, Uneaſineſs in the 


: World 
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once he loves any thing as much as 
Ido you; I always very much dreaded your 
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World, could happen to me; and after 1 
kad for ſome time lamented your Abſence, 


the News which we have lately received 


here from erlon, has put me into à much 


greater Affliction.” I Ho this'unlacky Ac. 
cident ſhould dot no other Miſchief than 
that of ſeparating ſuch good Company, it 


would ſtill be great enough; and 1 fhould 
Hardly be able to Comfort my ſelf under 
the Misfortune- Metbinks, tis à long 


time ſince the Small: Pox has done any thing 
0 Inſolent as that; and as it has not pre- 


i'd to do any Injury to Ma p Ag Face, 
ſo neither ought it any more to have ſpoil'd 


Her Pleaſures and Diverſions. I. Comfort 
my Self in my Afflictions here with the 
Joys which I know you have on your fide 


of the World ; and I durſt not be altoge- 


ther Penſive and Melancholy, at a time 


when I am inform'd of your Dancing e- 


very day. I have not, at this time, one 
Thought left that can pleaſe! me: And 1 
aſſure you, that the Madams du Vigean, 
were never ſo tir'd in their Garret or elſe- 


Where, as I am at Paris. But ſee, I beſecch 
vou Mapam, how far my Deſpair carries 


me; I am reſolved to ride in three Days 
to Blois, which is almoſt the ſame thing 
as if I threw my ff Head-long into the 


River. I know”not whether 1 ſhall ever 


do me the Honour always ä 


3 * s — 
— 


Tove. Letters, | 24 
| dead or alive, and Remember that Las, 


or. that I am 


27 | 


© CY 
* _- ” 4 Hf 7 on 5 * 
: , 0 FRE . 
2 ” 
S 0 
. 5 * 
* 
; 2 1 
N b a — 
> . = c . 
« 4 
” * — 
* , F ;, 


„ LAT TRA IX. 


Iv the fame. 


MAD AM, 


58 are a fine Lady indeed to com- 
plain of Solitude, after carrying a- 
way with you all the fineſt and beſt Com- 
| pany in Paris; and to deſire us to Com- 

— you, when you have taken away from 
Were I 


vs all manner of Conſolation. 
near the Lovely Princeſs, with whom you 
are, I would then fend you ſuch Letters 


as you defire of me; and with an Ac- 


count of the leaſt of her Words, or Acti- 
ons, would diſpel the greateit Melan- 
choly. If you ſpend your time fo dully 
with her, as you ſay you do, it muſt be 


the Accident that has happen'd at Merlou, 
that has made her Highneſs quite another 


Perſon than what ſhe was, and ſhe muſt 
be a great deal more alter d with Mapa 
her Siſter-in-Law's Smaltt-Pox, than ſhe 


was with her own. In the mean time, 
| this 
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this is to inform you that all the Houſes 
in Paris, are now become Country-Houſes, 
as well as yours; and that there are a 
reat many, indeed, in which there is not 
uch good Company. Nevertheleſs, if a 
Perſon, that is tired with being with Ma- 
demoiſelle de Bourbon, can be diverted with 
knowing any News, concerning M. De la G. 
I will tell her as much as ſhe pleaſes of that 
Lady; for there is ſcarce any body but 
.ſhe left in Town, of my Aequaintance: 
and I will fill you two large Sheets of 
Paper, with the Witty things I have heard 
her ſay. Really ſhe is a-Genteel Lady, and 
indeed one of the moſt Charming, and moſt 
Agreeable that we have here at preſent. 
Judge then, Mapam, whether Ican be very 
diverting, at a time when I am ſo ill divert- 
ed; and whether you ſhould not approve 
of my going to Blois, as faſt as I can, and 
of my ſaying no more to you, but that 1 
am, „C $4 Kew 4.41 


our, &c. 
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 Mapan and LADIES, 
YI EALLY, you are very Cruel, in com- 


ing ſo unſeaſonably to diſturb my 
Quiet; and you muſt certainly be Born 
to torment me: Since even the Favours 
you deſign to do me, are prejudicial to 
me, and I never receive any Good from 
you, without your doing me a greater Il 
afterwards. It was not long ago that I 
would have given all that 1 had been worth 


to haye received ſuch a Letter as was 


brought me juſt now; and it is now came 
at a time, that there is nothing I would not 
give that I had not received it. I am 


ſorry, Mapau, that I am forced to maxe 


ſuch a return to the Honour you have been 
pleaſed to do me, but the LADIzs where 
you are, are ſo very Proud and Conceited, 
hat I am certain, that if I ſay any ſoft 
things.in this Letter, they will take it all to 

| themſelves 
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by . 


themſelves: And the Company you ar with, 


obliges me to ſpeak more roughly than 1 
wou'd do. Give me leave then, Mapam 
and LapIES, to tell you that the Afflictions 


you left me in at parting, had wrought ſo 
good an Effect upon my. 


lind, that really 
you were quite forgotten; at feaſt you raiſ- 
ed no more Diſorders in it, as you uſed to 
do formerly: 1 bore your Abſence with a 


#* 


great deal of Patience, and I waited for your 


Return in perfect Eaſe and Tranquillity; 


began to think there were other things, 


; beſides you, in the World, that were Love- 
ly and Engaging ; 1 fancied that at your 
Return, I cou'd live three or four Months, 


without ever ſeeing you, and not die with 
Grief; and to tell you the Truth, I hated 


you more than Ilov'd you. As I was plea- 
ſing my ſelf with this great Reformation of 


Mind, your Letter is come to Overthrow 


in a Moment, all that my Reaſon had done 
.at ſeveral times, and with much Pains. 


Vou have, as it were, by the Power of Ma- 


gick, changed my Mind with a certain 
Number of Words; and the bare Character 


of the Things you have mention'd to me in 


your Letter, has made me quite another 
Man, than what I was before. I ſhould. ſtill 
be more ſurpris'd at this wonder, if 1 did 
not know that Perſons, in whom there arc 
ſo many, Wonders, may eaſily do ſome; and 


if T had not known by Experience, that in 


Love-Letters, © 
every thing that comes from you there are 
certain Poiſons, and IL know, ngt- what Se- 
cret Inctiantments, againſt which there is 
no defending ones ſelf. However, it is 
true, that nothing more dangerous could 
have happen'd to me, than this half Favounrt 
which you have done - me; which has been 1 
ſo powerful as to take away my Reſent» N 
ment, but t tene e ſatisfie me 
entirely. So that, as matters ſtand now 
with me, I don't ſee which ſidet mult take 
and 1 Tannot have either the Satisfaction of 

ting you as 1 ſhould, or — bd 
I would do. In this per plexity of Mind, 1 
cannot very well ditcover its Sentiments to 
jou; or judge on vrhich ſide it will turn: 
All that I can tell you, is, that I am deſi- 
rous enough of ſeeing you again, and that 
fear I have ſo much Weakneſs about my bi 
Soul, that I cannot help falling into your 1 
Hands once more. If that happens, treat 1 

me better than you have done hitherto; for 
ns. Win ſhort, ſo much ill Uſage, produces a 
la- bad Effect at long run. And really; it oui 

be pity, that I ſhowd not be with the ſame 

ter Paflion, and the ſame Reſpect, as formerly; 
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Madam the Marchioneſs de 
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To 


-FETHINKS *tis very wonderful, 
that you, that are Miſtreſs of ſo ma- 
ny Qualifications as might make you de- 
ſpiſe eyery body, ſhould be the moſt affa- 
ble and obliging Perſon in the World; and 
that you ſhould have as much kindneſs for 
me, as if you beheld in my Heart all my 
Thoughts and Inclinations, which are en- 


tirely devoted to your Honour and Service. 


I aſſure you, Mpau, that your Name is 


1 deeply engravd there, as never to be 


effaced by Time; and how diſtant ſoever 


you are from the World, nothing is at pre- 
ſent in my Mind but you: I ſhould be ex- 


treamly concern'd at my wnat of Power to 
repreſent it to you with what Joy and Re- 
{pe& I received the Honour you have becn 
pleaſed to do me, if I did not believe that 
a Mind, ſo extraordinary as yours, can gvels 


my Thoughts. Imagine then to your elf, 


Mapa, all the Acknowledgmeat and Senſe 
8 of 


Ur 
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of Favours, that the moſt groteful Man liv- 
ing can have, and one who has the g 


* of, ail og wa the Jy: with which 
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22 


\ERTAINLY I knew not what Idid- 
when, after having had the Courage 


to. Told ſo long, I was reconcil'd to you . 


the Day before your Departure; and that 
plainly ſhews me the Truth of what you 
ha ve often told me, that I have but very 
little judgment: You cannot believe how 
much Trouble and Diſorder that Recon- 
ciliation coſts me; and what Advantage 
my being again out of your Favour wou 4 
be to Me. Never did ny Abſence a pear 
{o tedious to me as this, which is oft: be 
gun. I now feel every thing, that 1 writ 
you word of formerly; and it ſeems to 


me.as if Paris, and France, and the whole 


5 2 World 


> 
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great- 
eſt inclination to ſerve; and 1 you. 
That will be pretty near what I am Senſi- 


| ow ing did me 10 058 dart ds Watching, 

1 how many Pains, Sorrows, and Uneaſi es 
1 I ſhould have prevented, if on Frida the 
. Seventh of April, I had been in Bed at 
Li twelve a Clock bs Nig ht, and how I ought 
0 to wiſh that I had — faſt a Sleep the two 
Pi laſt Hours of my being in your Company. 
*Tis really, a whimſical? Fate this, that nei- 
ther near you, nor from you, will let me 
be at Reſt 


1 = * SW 
WE , 
. A * 


Ni ſenti, ni contigs a 
Puede viver el mundo = 


Having however try'd both ſereral cites, 
I find that the Sorrow of not ſeeing you, is 
the moſt ſenſible of all; and that you never 
do me ſo much n AS. _ _ are 
ſent; | 
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H O' what you aid ſhould be true; 
concerning your having acquir'd 


ſome new Excellence in this laſt Voyage, 


it would ſtill, be Malicious in you to ac- 


quaint. me with it, and by that means to 
increaſe my Uneaſineſs of 


being from you : 
For if I lament the Loſs of you naw. you are 


naughty, what Sorrow ſhould I have in not 
| ſeeing you, if I thought you were become 


good? ſince tis the only deſirable Quality 
that I ever found in you. I will take care 
not to ſuffer: my. ſelf to be made believe 
what you inform me of; and the thing is 


not ſo very likely, that one ſhould believe it 


at firſt, upon your Word. The gripe you 


gave me by the by, plainly ſhews me, that 


you . have not forgot all your Fierceneſs at 
Roar, and that you have one of your Hu- 
mours ſtill left, ſince you take Pleaſure in 


Formentin 1rd But, well remember d, 
on't, Mapan, I am Paint 
B 3 ſorry 
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for when J conſider its Calms, 


have none; an 


30 5 | Love-Letters, 
ſorry that I was not preſent at the Inter- 


view between you and the Sea, to fee how 


you look'd at one another, what you both 
thought, and what happened on the Day 
the two Fierceſt Things in the World met 
together. If Reſtmblance ought to create 
Affection, you two ſhould be ay” great; 

| empeſts 
and Raging; its Banks, Shelves and Rocks; 
the Damage and Advantages that it cauſes 
to the World; how admirable and in- 
comprehenſible it is, Fine to thoſe that 
behold it, and Terrible to thoſe that truſt 
to its Mercy, Obſtinate, Ungovernable, 


Bitter, Fierce and Angry ; methinks you 


two reſemble one another as much as two 
drops of Water, and that all the Good and 
the Ill that is to Be faid of it, one may alſo 
fay the ſame of you. There is this diffe- 
ers MavDam, that how vaſt and exten- 
ive ſoever it be, it has its Bounds, and you 

one; d all thoſe that are acquaint- 
ed with your Wit, ſwear that it is be- 
yond any Man's reach. And I heſeech yon, 
Mapam, ont of what Abyſs have you 


. drawn this Del ge of Letters which yon 


have here ſent me? all fine! all admirable! 


and ſuch, that each of em would ag, 


as much time to write it, as you have 


_ abſent, What other Wit would not have 
been ex hauſted, and could have been ſuffi- 
cient to gain the Friendſhip and Good-will 


of 
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of ſo many People, to ſollicit ſo many 
udges, and to write to ſo many Perſons ? 
he Sea indeed has done you a good Turn; 


and your ſending. Madam de Guiſe juſt in 


the nick of time to Roan, is a ſign of your 


good Intelligence: And to make this Ro- 


mance more famous, Fortune has done well 
in making ſuch a conſiderable Perſon as 
vou, to be concerned in it. Does it not 
ſeem as if all the Adventures, of a Country 


deferred their coming into it, till the time 


of your. Arrival there? Indeed there is 
ſomething extraordinary in that, 


El dia que tu nacifte 
Grandes ſeunales auia. 


And i doubt not now, but that when you 
die, your Name will be put into the Gazette. 
As for La Gargouile, Ma DAM, Idon't know 
what it means. I have read the Relations 
of Fernando Mendex Pinto, and thoſe of the 
Spaniards, and Portugueſe, of the Weſt and 
the Eaxft-Indies ; but to the beſt of my re- 
membrance, I never met with that word. I 
humbly beſèeech you to tell me the meaning 


of it. Tis pity, really, you do not travel 


about much, you would inſtru& ns quite 
otherwiſe than other Travellers do. I hear- 
tily wiſh it was in my Power to have ſent 
you as diverting things as you wrote to me; 
but ſince you left us, Paris is as barren of 
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32 Lode- Letters. 3 
News, as Ron. Which makes good the | 


old Saying; Such" . the May 2, Sichis bus E- 


ftare,! that is, it is worth more or leſs, ac- 
cording to the Improd ement he inakes of 
it. The Lady your Mether is well: Non. 
ſieur A. was in a violent paſſion, and ſtamp'd 


like a Mad-Man, when he had an opportu- 


nity to ſpeak his Mind freely: to Monſieur 
de Saint Maigrin, the day that Monfieur the 
Duke left Paris: He is grown ſo fine, and 
ſparkiſh, yon would be aniaz d at it. 1 


ſaw your Brother yeſterday.” Monſieur 1 


Chaſtenay has been here theſe two days. 
think 1 have no more News to ſend you, 7 


moſt humbly. kiſs your Hands, and am with 
more Zeal than you can — — 


TTY xiv. 
N 114 Queen of Potano. 
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HAT FIRES a have the Fete 
Value and Eſteem for the Preſent 

| which the Ip of Sable ſent me, 4 
the 


V 
o 1 


the 


made me diſobey ſo great a Qneen, without 


my being guilty of a Crime; its being a 
pretence for my preſuming to be ſo bold as + 
to write to you; and its giving me an Op- 
portunity of putting you in Mind of me, 
under colour of feturning your MEST T, 
my moſt humble Thanks, and Acknow- 
ledgments. Give me leave then, MapAu, 
to tell you, that the moſt Covetous Man 
living never was {6 well pleaſed with hav- 
ing a Favour done him, as I was with that 
which I lately received from your 'Majesrtryy - 


and that 1 found my ſelf more ſenſibly 


rouch'd,' upon this Occaſion, than I could 
haverbelie ved I ſhould have been. Sincere- 
ly, the Honour of receiving any Teſtimonies - 
of the Good-will and Favour of one of the 


greateſt Queens in the World, and, what 


J ſtill· value more, of the moſt accompliſh'd 


Perſon I ever ſaw; is an Intereſt ſufficient 


to gain the Affect ions of the moſt· Noble 
and moſt Elevated Minds: And all the 
Kings of the Earth, have nothing to give 


of equal Value to it. I wiſh. Mepau, that 


all the Bonnties which yow ſo liberally be- 
ſtow, were always ſo well placed, I mean 


as thankfully acknowledg'd ; and that, a- 
mong ſo many Millions of Men that obey 
your M\ jesTyY, there may be ſome that take 


45 much pleaſure as 1 do, in ſetting forth 
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347  Lone-Letters, 

your Praiſe, and proclaiming it to the 
whole World. Were it ſo, Jour Mass- 
TY/wov'd ſoon have, over all your Subjects, 
the ſame Dominion as you hitherto have 
had over all the reafonable Souls that ever 
came near-you. -*Tis an Empire, Mapa, 
that was Born with you; that you had be- 
fore yon had either a Sceptre, or a Crown, 
and with humble Submiſſion is a great deal 
more Valuable and Abſolute, than that 
which Fortune has given you. I pray God, 
that your MEST Y may long enjoy both, 
with all the Happineſs and Proſperity you 
deſerve; and it is Happineſs enough for 
me, to have ſeen you once in my Life in 
your Glory, and to have told you with my 
own Mouth, with how much Reſpect, Zeal, 
and Inclination, 


LETTER XV. 
To FLORICE. 
L ET us wear Black no longer, Florice, 
I intreat you; or, if we muſt ſtill be 


in Mourning, let it be only for our Abſence 
ni | from 
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from each ather. I receiy'd your. Excuſes 
before you had made em; and you muſt 
imagine I did not believe you had done a- 
* miſs, ſince I had had the Courage to accuſe 
you. I ſought, better than you, after every 
thing that made for your Diſcharge; and 
"4 to deal ingenuouſly, my Cauſe was too deep- 
ly .concern'd with yours, and I had too 
great an Intereſt in your Innocence, not to- 
t defend it to the utmoſt. For had you been 
4 found Guilty, I ſhould have been the great- 
* eſt Sufferer by it; and no Body would. have: 
wh been ſo Cruelly puniſhed as my ſelf. But 
* beſides, I have too high am Opinion both of 
my own Fortune, and your Conſtancy, to- 
doubt that either of em can ever fall > low. 
| 'Tis unworthy of our ſelves to believe, that: 
5 an Affection ſo firmly ſettled as ours, ean a- 
ny way bely itſelf; and 'tis a Crime in us, 
I barely to imagine it poſſible. If one of the 
rc. two, with whom 1 upbraided you, had 
8 ftay'd in your Chamber till Day-Ligbt, L 
= ſhould believe that you had only been wil- 
ling to take a whole Night to quarrel with 
him; and tho? I had ſeen him in your Arms, 
I believe I ſhould have taken your for ano- | 
ther Perfon, or believ'd that you had taken bf 
bim for me. It ſhort, Tſhould diſtruſt the 4 


ice, Truth of my own Eyes ſooner than your. 
be Fidelity; and could more caſily perſuade- 
ace my ſelf that they have deceiv'd me, than: 


mM you. No, your Entertaining thoſe two- h 
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louſie; and tho; 


| with you, 1 mould not think tbat you had 
5 been with them a quarter of an Hour. But 
{till however, pray tell me, when one of em 
took his leave, did you ſtay alone with the 
other? and did not your Chamber - maid go 
np Stairs immediately after? did they part 
from you as pleaſed and tranſported with 
this Viſit as they uſed to do formerly? and 
did you ſtill ſend 'em away full of thoſe 
pleaſing Hopes, with which alone I take em 
to be richer, than if all the other Riches in 
the World were in their Poſſeſſion? T en- 
uire nicely into theſe Particulars, as being 
extrearnly ſenſible that they cannot chuſe 
but be very agreeable to me; and doubt- 
leſs, this Interview would give me more 
cauſe of Saxisſaction than Complaint, had 1 
but a perfect knowledge of it. But however, 
you ſaw em when I was thirty Leagues di- 
1 from you; and at the fame Time 
that I was alone in my Chamber lamenting 
your Abſence, they were in yours, and en- 
tertain'd with your Diſcourſe; perhaps too 
they ſaw you Smile, and you were the oc- 
caſion of giving one of em ſome pleaſing 
Dream that Night. Ah, Florice, what a 
Traytoreſs jealouſie island how eaſily it flides 
into our Souls and beguiles our Reaſon! 1 
am very ſenſible that your paſt Errors o- 
blige Jou to hard Conditions; and that 
* you 
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contrary to your own Inclinations and m 
unleſs you will run the hazard of a Thing 
vhich you dearly eſteem. But if you knew 
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would have beheld in it, quite another mo 
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what a terrible ſhock it gives me, and how 
ſenſibly thoſe Thoughts affect me; another 
time, perhaps; your would venture any thing 


reproach me with want of Care and Dili- 


gence, in not ing in Maas dee | 


you indeed have had me to have been there 
to have made a Third with the two Gentle - 


men; and to have been preſent as an Eye- 


Witneſs of the Pleaſure and Satisfaction they 
took in being near you? Sincerely, 1 believe 
my Pictnre could no thave born it, and it 
would have been executing” me in . Effigie: 
Nay, yet farther, Iam of. Opinion, that I 
ſhould have felt ſomething of it from hence, 
and doubtleſs I had fallen into a very Lan- 
zniſhing Condition, like thoſe that are killed 
at a hundred Miles diſtance, with only ſtick⸗ 
ing their Images fullof Pins. But ſetting a- 
ſide all that, you ought not to deſire a ſight 
of my Picture, in the Condition to which 
the firſt Week of our Separation has reduc'd 
me. There was not, in Painting, Colours 
bad enough to repreſent that which Sorrow 
had ſpread o'er my Face; and I do not fee 


any likelyhood of Drawing to the Life a 


Perſon that is more than Half Dead. Yon 
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38. Cave. Letters, 
of a Perſan than him whom you have for- 
merly ſeen ſitting by you ſo Pleaſed and De- 

lighted. And if they had drawn me juſt as 1 


view, as it were, every Action of ours that 
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was then, you would not have known me;for 
indeed I did not know my ſelf, and I could 
hardly paſs for an ill Copy of the Perſon 1 
was ſome time ago. But I am in Hopes, that 
you will ſee me Py look more Gay and 
Chearful, for I begin to clear up my Coun- 

tenance a little; and if the Painter does 


me Juſtice, you will find in it ſome Hopes 


of ſeeing me ſoon after my Picture. Pre- 
pare your ſelf therefore. to receive me with 
the greater Freedom and es, of Temper, 
and let not the Recommendations - of a 
good-natur'd Lady hinder you from it, if 
you ſtill continue to be ſo. I have ſent her 
no Services; but I have return'd her thoſe 
ſhe ſent me, by three different Perſons, and 
I had not done it but tor fear of diſobliging 
you by keeping any Thing of hers. How- 


ever, I would have acquainted you with 


it, had I not been afraid to trouble you a 
quarter of an Hour, by ſuch a diſagree- 
able Remembrance as that. And the fame 


Conſideration that hinder'd you from ac- 
quainting me with the other piece of News, 


which I learnt elſe where, made me ſay no- 


thing of this. But ſince we both know the 


whole Matter, and the Evil Spirit that has 
ſeparated us will ſtill repreſent -to our 


call 
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aan diſpleaſe and make us uneaſie, let us de- 
0 ceire his Malice, and prevent bim In that. 
1 and our Affairs will ſoon wear quite another 
r Face, when weinform one another of em; 
: and as for my part, I ſwear to yon, that 
t 
d 


never any thing ſhall be fad or done by me, 4 
that can, in all appearance, diſoblige you, f 
but what I will immediately confeſs to you. 


— Promiſe me the ſame thing, I intreat you; 
'S and tell me how yoncameto the Knowledge 
: of my ſending Services to any Body, and 
I by what Means you diſcover'd the Perſon- 
h that. informed me of the Tranſactions I 
, complain'd to you of: For in Reality 1 
a am uneaſie about it, and for my Part, I be- 
if lieve you bave ſome Devil that, attends me, 
21 and gives you an Account of eyery thing I 


ſc IM do. But fince he tells you all, ask him 
d whether I love you, and how often I ſigh 
8 for you every Day? 5 
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would aſtoniſh a more refolute 
ſon than my ſelf; but as long as you 
threaten me after that manner, I muſt own, 
FE cannot be afraid of you, and 1 ſhall have 
Courage enough to meet you in the Aſter- 


== where you Command me, let what 


not to let me be a Sufferer too long: if you 
Fee to be as good as you ſay you will, 
egin to be ſd uon this Occ: And 
ndeed the blind Obedience I pay ycu, and 
the Frankneſs, with which J put my felt 
die your Power again, oblige you, in ſome | 
meamure 


=Y 


F* X 5 "RE * 
* 7 . 7 z "4 5 4. * 1 4 Fant? , 1 

% I ” : * 44 : 

. - * 4 * 5 

3 1 fy 
„ 
- ” — 
— © * 4.74 . 

SPEC D 9 


ls a Threatniog, that, e 


| 
: 
| 
4 
| 
f 
i 


r N — — — 4 — — „NN 


pL It 


u defi n me, T am nevertheleſs rc; 
4 5 to plea e as far 40 in, the Perſo 
w. home y fire n 5 at m Ex 
ices Nack! promiſe'y ou, 5 her 
ve ſecret, without = any Var 
fon But 1 Know not ether 1 ſha 
conceal, the” oſe 


what's 


8 


e . L ET TER. XVII. 


' & > 4 5 
4 i 3 at, * * E 


70. the fone, , 


1 
* * * 


+ 
ny 


M bung | 5 
HE acquaintin me with your 
Afflictions, is 5 infallible way of 
increaſing mine; and I, who have hitherto- 
born m 2 with ſo much Patience an 
Reſolution, begin to doubt, whether 1 
bear yours. e be it as it wi 


your fake; and the two words that you 
have inter li di in your Letter, would make 
me chearfully embrace Martyrdom. I be- 
ie ve you do not doubt it yaur ſelf, and that 
you are pretty” well aſſured of my Refoluti- 
on; fince;” after informing me of the MiL | 
chief you achign'd * —=—_ expect I ſhould 
voluntarily 


Ty td'it y he“ La ſenſble for 


cannot ſuffer too much, ſince it is for 
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and rovide for his own, ; fetys: But 
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| Pliny perceive. J Pal 7 my er 
25 proaching, and that I am now upon 

* of the greateſt Mis fortune that 
can happen to me. However 1 find a greater 
Calmneſs and Tranquillity in my Mind 
than I hald have expected: And in the 
midſt of a thouſand Tormenting Thoughts, 

I fill have one that Comforts me. Under the 


CRIT. L am in at nn 1 . 
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rat» Amy Soul, k 
8 2 MERA of whi 
um, Wand chat you rejoyce my Heart, without 
But Wmy knowing the reaſon why. However, 
e is Il am as reſolutely bent upon Dying, as if I 
frer Whad ſomething left to hope for afterwards 3 
WI Wand how Cruel foever the Death is, that 
your Abſence is going to give me, Lam 
prepared to ſuffer it, as if it were a Paſſage 
to a better Life; 1 am only troubled; mir 
the Perſon to whom you lend me fom@ 
times, does not fuffer me to end my Days 
in quiet; and that I am forced to divide, 
between you and her, the laſt Hours that 1 
have to live. This convinces me, of what 
I could never yet believe, that we all ſee, oy 1 
Nat the Hour of Death, our — and bad-—— 
Angels, and that we ſee at that Moment, 1 
pleaſing and frightful Viſions. But I humb- 
y intreat you, If you have no Averſion to 


ays me yet, not to leave me in this Extremity; 
* but to take care of a Heart which can ne- 


ver be ſafe but in your keeping, and which 
would be for ever tormented, if jou 


ind mould forſake it. 8 
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T was time e to take dee! my Conſci- I ſ 
ence, and it was happy for nie, that I v 
— part of my Confe Veſterday: n 
For I was never fo Ill as I Was to Day, and a 
my Diſtemper increaſes fo faſt; that had! b. 
deferr d it any longer, I helieve J had died Ji 4: 
ina bad Condition; atleaſt; with the Con- < 
een nd -Uneaſineſs- under which my 
1 Mind labonrs and is at preſent torment- iſ 1: 
N ed; I plainly perceive my ſelf growing De- I 4! 
* lirious, and Ido not expect to continue in 
muy right Senſes an Hour longer. What WW | 
5 con vinces me the more of it, is, my —— E 
vety Melancholy amidſt the Sorrows an 
"mg Troubles that were enough to over-whelm if 
me, and my being leſs concern'd than u- 
| fually, tho' lam in the worſt Condition! 
Fo was ever in my Life, Juſt ſo I loſt 
Priend of mine the other Day, the height 


of whoſe Diſtemper took away his Senſes; 
Alis. Dreams made him laugh in the ver 


9 


; * I bike he” * 4 


Agonies ok Death, and his Fancies gav 8 
, ebe Feaver killed him. 


as that? nc -Ainice I have but eight Days 
to Live, ſuffer me to end em after that 
J manner. However the Truth on't is, 
Non thatyod are more Merciful than 1 


thought you were, and I more happy than 


| could expect o have been. For ſuch a 
Fooliſh Under taking as mine, does not de- 
ſer ve ſo good Succeſs, and after my ha- 
viag committed fo great a Fault, I contd 
not hope, either Te ſo ſudden or ſo gentle 
a Dea bis Task your Pardon; I thought to 

have written not. to you. put what re- 
lated to your Friend, and I juſt now per- 
ceive that I haye not yet mentioned a 
Syllable of her- 1 humbly intreat you to 
lay what Commands you pleaſe on her 
and me, and to let me know when yon 
will have me go and receive my Sentence. 
I would intreat you to let it be this very 
Evening, but I am afraid of being trouble- 
ſom to you, and I mee not where, to find 
Jou after dinner. | | . e 


7 
*, 
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e ety me fich a Death 
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TF tis to Morrow that I am to pleaſe theMey 
4 Perſon you recommended to me Veſt er · Im. 
1 day, 1 humbly deſire you to ſend me wWhat ca. 
1 you are willing I ſnhou'd entertain her with: N ſid 
| br elſe not to take it TH, that 1 do not th. 
make other People a Preſent of a thing in hu 
WY which the poorelt are Richerthan I. I never Fa 
0 had ſuch uneaſie Hours in my Life, no 
i the twelve laſt that are paſt ; and ſince, | 
have been depriv'd of the Happineſs of ſee- 
ing you, I have had ſo little Reſt, that me 
aſſure you, there are ſome mendicant Fri- 

ars that have lain more at efſe than I have. 
The Gentleman whom you wounded yeſter- 
day to the Heart, has had a better Njght 
on't; Fear, Regret, Vexation, and all the 


cold Poiſons,of Love, have not ceas'd from Wopi 
tearing and rending my Soul in pieces: Wor 
and Sleep, which for ſometime was willing Wboc 
to give my Pains a little Reſpite,was,ſtrict- Wyo: 
ly ſpeaking, the Image of Death 2 — Dez 
So | nce 
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a 
ſhe has no other Paſſion remain ing in her, 
but that of Revenge. If ſq, ſhe will mee 
ith an entire Saklsfacrion in me, and wi 
de glad to find that The,.1s not, as yet the 
moſt miſerable Creature in the World. I 


defire you, however, that what humoiir ſo- 
ever you ſee her in, you would not leave 


me ſo alone with her, as that ſomebody. 


cannot part us; and that you would con- 


der, that there is no Security for me, whe- 
ther ſhe loves or hates me. I alſo moſt. 


humbly entreat you, not to deny me this 
Favour, that at leaſt if J have it may be 
no other but you that gives me my Death, 
and that it may be nothing but my Sighs 
ind Sorrow for your Abſence, that choak 


me. I know not whether you will begin, 


by this, to ſhew her my Letters I write 
you: But 1 ſhall not complain of it, pro- 
vided you give me leave afterwards, to de- 
part that very Hour, and make the beſt of 
my way for Spain. For *tis a Remedy, in * 
opinion, very proper to be applied to al 
forts of Evils: And if you permitted ſome- 


body to retire thither to prèvent a' Feaver, 


you ought to excuſe my going, to avoid 


Death. But I am fur prized at my _ ; 
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this lmagi | e tos 
bri 75 enter i! tot dil. 
eonrehted as 1 am. nee. 'you 


fave one Man's Life' ery Year, and pro. 
miſed me Yeſterday, to do me all- th e Fa. 


vours that coſt you nothin . 75 may! 
not hope, that l perhaps, lbs © the Per: 
ſon ta whom you. Will Kindneſs, 
nd that you wilt not kt ph A Die, Linc 
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To the . 


e 20 85 
I Thought there was FPS but you 


elterday met with a Lady, that has made 
me Hal this, without any >leep,; and has fo 
deeply penetrated my Heart, that I have 
had no Reſt ſince I faw her. Without any 
deſign, as I believe, of Aſſaſſinating me, ſhe 
told me of your going away to Morrow, 
and that ſhe had heard ſo much from your 

own Mouth. Now. if it be ſo, methinks 
1 have ſome reaſon to complain of you 
Gavin ready. cut off half my Life) — 
without 


that could give me uneaſie Nights; but 


Love- Letters. 49 
without having deſerv'd it, you alſo ſhorten 
my days, before the time. - You' will think 
it ſtrange, of 
Man as I am, ſhould complain of not bein 

ſuffer d to live longer; and that J ſhould 
torment my ſelf at Peoples being willing to 
put an end to all my Misfortunes too ſoon. 
But I plainly perceive, that the moſt Mi- 
ſerable are ſtill fond of Life, and ſince I 
am not to loſe mine, but by being ſe para- 
ted from you: I believe it is only that way 
of dying which ſtartles me, and I am ex- 
cuſable for being afraid of ſo cruel a Death. 
This Thought has hinder'd me from cloſing 
my Eyes ever ſince yeſterday; and if the 
Day laſts as longas the Night that I have juſt 
paſs'd, I ſhould not dread your Abſence but 
as a Misfortune, that cannot happen to me 
theſe hundred years. But ſo terrible a 
Misfortune as this, ought” to be foreſee 


perhaps, that ſo unfortunate a 


you 
3 but 
made 
has {0 
have 
it any 
e, ihe 
rrowW, 
| Your 
ninks, 
f yon 
that, 
thout 


at ſo great a diſtance as that; and if it was 


[not to happen to me till the End of the 


World, I ſhou'd from this very minute be- 
ein to dread it. However, I entreat you, to 
let me know the Truth of it immediately; 
and ſince ?tis all the Favour you can do me, 
inform me of the Day and Hour of my 
Death, that at leaſt I may know of it be- 
fore-hand, and have leiſure to prepare my 
ſelf for it. V y 


rs LE T- 
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LETTER XXII. 
To the ſame, + 


Mapam, DET EMO 
Thought the Letter which I here fend 
you enclos'd in this, would havearriv'd 
as ſoon as you, and that it would lie a long 
time at Mr. ——'s before you might remem- 
ber to call for it. But I have been forced 
to keep it by me, till this very Moment; 
and I could not find ont the place, where 
the Perſon to whom 1 was to deliver it, 
lodg'd, till two Hours after his leaving it. 
I ſuppoſe you have already been inform'd of 
the freſh Cauſes of the Misfortune that has, in 
1 lately happen'd to me, and therefore there” 
no occaſion for my giving you the Particu- 
| lars f this piece of ill News. 1 ſhall only 
tell you in general, that I am as unhappy 
in my Friendſhips as in my Love-Affairs; 
and that Fortune ſtrikes me in every place 
where ſhe can wound me. However, if 
ſhedeſign'd that this Misfortune ſhould tonch 
me to the quick, ſne ſhould have ſent it me be- 
It fore your Departure; and if ſne was wil- 
it ling to make me throughly Senſible of this 
| laſt Blow, ſhe ſhould have given it me * 
5 e 
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©, Lowe-Letrers, | 
ſhe had knock'd me down. And by this 
you may ſee, how trifling a thing Friend- 
ſhip is, When it is not tender and amorous. 
For this Accident, which at any other time 
would have pierced my Heart, and which 
| would have made good even by parting 
with all I was worth in the World, could 
not make me more melancholy than I was 
before; and of the many numberleſs Tears 
that I have ſhed ſince, I know not whether 
one ſingle Tear has been entirely for my 
Friend. To ſpeak ſincerely then, ſince he 
muſt ſtay here, and has no hopes of going 
where you are, I cannot think they have 
done him any great Injury in depriving him 
of his Liberty, and hindring him from the 
Converſation of the reſt of the World, 
when he could no longer enjoy yours. It 
ſeems to me to be a greater piece of Injuſtice 
in 'em, to detain me here a Priſoner, like 
the reſt, and to ſtop me without ever being 


| accuſed by any Body. However I confeſs 


that the greateſt Criminals are not more 
guilty than I am : And tho” theſe ſhould 
conſpire agaiaſt the Government and the 
King's Authority, I have done an Action 
bolder than that; for which I plainly ſee 
muſt die. „ bs; | 
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% Leno i 
Vo may be aſſured, that Sorrow nor Nh 
I Love will ever kill any Body, ſince 

neither of 'em has killed me yet; and 

ſince there is ſome Appearance of Life re- 
_ * maining in me, tho? I have not had the 
_ Happineſs of ſeeing you theſe two Days. 
If any thing made me reſolve on your Re- 

moval, *twas the Belief that I ſhould be 
i even with you in Dying for it, and that 6 
great a Sorrow as that, would not ſuffer 
ith me to languiſh long. But however I find 

OY my ſelf, contrary to my expectation, hold 
5 out much longer than I imagin'd, and what 
is Mortal Wounds ſoever I receive, I belive, 
I! my Soul cannot diſingage her ſelf from mier 
ip Heart, becauſe ſhe ſees your Image there. | 
| This is the only Pretence I can find out ton 
defend my Cowardiſe ; and I ſee no other. 5 


Reaſon but that which ought to detain het that 


long, where ſhe ſuffers ſo many Afi 
9 1 on 
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Nang 73 
ens. Since the Hour you ſaw me rack d 
and torn in pieces at taking my Leave of 
you, I ſwear, I have not been able to dry 
my Eyes: And tho' they ſhould no longer 
diſtinguiſh Light or Colours, they will nor 
however, ever ſerve me ſo faithfully. as 
they do now, in helping me to lament 
your AbRnce. In this Languiſhing and 
tormented, Condition, I fancy my ſelf to 
be left alone upon the Earth; or that I am 
tranſ ported to that Cor ner of the World, 
where. the Sun is as rarely ſeen as Comets 
here, and where the ſhorteſt Night laſts. 
three Months. But however this Misfor-- 
tune could not do its worſt * me, if 
that in which I am now inyoly'd, were not 
to laſt longer, and I doubt whether, after 
that Time, I ſhould ever hope to ſee the 
Day again. But judge, I beſeech you 
to what a Condition I am reduced, that 
tho' lam. not as yet, but as it were at 
the Entrance of ſo long and terrible a 
Night, I already begin to count the Hours, 
and paſs every Moment of 'em with great 
Impatience. And if, amidſt this Darkneſs 
that ſurrounds me, there were but ſome In- 
tervals of Reſt, and that I might ſometimes 
have Pleaſing Dreams. But how extrava- 
gant ſoever my Fancies are, they are never 
ſo extravagant as to form any Thing 


3 


* that is agreeable, in my Mind. And my 
flict- Thoughts are only reaſonable in this, that 
on . 33 1 
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54 Lode· Letters. 
they never promiſe me any Good: In this 
Condition, I may fafely ſwear to you, 
that the moſt unfortunate Man now living 
is he whom you honour the moſt; and 
ſincerely it would be impoſſible I could live 
long, if I did not hope to die ſoon. But! 
ſee plainly, that F have but fifteen Days 
more to lament your Abſence, and that 
my Life and my Misfortune can laſt no 
longer. This Hope makes me more pati- 
_ ently endure both; and I believe that yon 
are not angry that I have it, fince you are 
very willing that I ſhould hope for al] that 
Lought to hope for. At leaſt, I cannot ex- 
plain, more advantageouſly for my ſelf, the 
aſt words you ſpoke to me; and on what 
| fide ſoever I turn my Eyes, Ido not ſee 
tthat ever 1 can expect better. However, 
1 you that ſee much clearer, and a great deal 
farther than Ido; tell me, I beg you, whe- : 
+ i 
c 


ther my Folly could have a more happy 
End than that, and what might have be- 
malen me, had 1 ny'd longer. 
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LETTER XXIV. 
Jo the ſame.” 


Ann % 1.4.17 or 
I Am aſhamed to tell jt you ; but that 


"= 


Unfortunate Wretch that ſhould haye 


died fo long ago, is ſtill in the Land of 
the Living : And after having been fifteen 
Days without hearing from you; I am now 
in a Condition to write to you. My Af 
fairs at preſent are ſo bad, and the 
Troubles that oppreſs me ſo inſupportable, 


that if I do not free my ſelf from *em by any 


means whatſoever, you will rightly con- 


clude that it is for want of Underſtands. 


ing or Reſolution, and that amidſt the Tor- 
ments which I ſuffer, a great deal le ſs Courage 
would be required to bear Dying, than 
endure Life under em. And certainly 


this which I now lead is ſo Miſerable, _ 


that I ſhould, e' er this, a Thouſand times have 
reſolv'd to throw it away, if I had dared to 
have taken any Satisfaction out of your 
ſight ; and if you had not inform'd me, that 
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3 6 ; Love-Letters, 
the Pleaſure of a voluntary Death, would 


have prevented me from being compleatly 
Miſerable. It muſt then be purely my own 


Sorrows that do my Buſineſs at laſt ; and ! 


will march gently to my End, without 
haſtning it in the leaſt. For tho' my Con- 


cern for being deprived for your Sight, has 


already coſt me a Million of Tears, 1 have 


not yet ſufficiently lamented your Ab- 


ſence; and having fo many Misfortunes to 


be concern'd for, I ſnould not be ſo for- 


ward to breath my laſt Sigh. 
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MADAM, | 


OINC E you left me, there has not a 
102 Moment paſs'd but what has added 
ſome new Affliction to mine: And every 
Hdur of my Life ſince, I have taken to be 


that of my Death. But I plainly perceive, 


that my Soul, under the Sorrow that op- 


eſſes her, has not Strength enough of 


er own to free her ſelf from my Body; 


and if ſhe ſtays any longer in it tis only 


like thoſe Slothful Indians 1 mention d to 
you, methinks a Hundred Years ago, that 
SIT „ cannot 


— 
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cannot find in their Hearts to quit the 
Tree, tho” there is nothing to feed on left: 
And had rather die and pine away with 
Hunger, than be at the trouble of remo- 
ving to another Place. I aſſure you, I 
ſpeak nothing but the bare Truth; and 
that vaſt and extenſive Mind, which makes 
you ſo eaſily underſtand every Thing, can- 
not make you conceive. half my Affſictions 
and Uneaſineſſes. I go whole Days to- 
gether without opening my Eyes; and lie 
the greateſt part of the Night without 
ſhutting 'em. And what muſt be more Sur- 
prizing to you, is, that I even now la- 
ment, as the paſt Joys and Pleaſures of my 
Life, the Loſs of thoſe diſmal | Hours of 
Impatience and Deſpair, and thoſe Nights 
which the Fear of having diſobligu you, 
made me lie awake with ſo much Uneaſi- 
neſs and Diſquiet. This is the Puniſh- 
ment, which the greateſt Fofly that ever 
was, deſerv'd ; and thoſe are the Pains” 
which 1 muſt ſiffer, for having been too 
intimately acquainted with you. Bat in 
the midſt of all theſe Afflictions, tho? 1 
plainly fee that there is no other End but 
that of my Life, and that all the Favours 
of Heayen and Fortune are too weak ever: 
to free me from *em, I yet believe, but 1 
cannot imagine how, that it would not ber 


impoſſible for you to make me die happy; 
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end that which all the reſt, of the World 


together could not do, you alone could, 
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LETTER XXVI 


MaDam, 


„ 


1 Was in hopes, and indeed I expected to 
make this Advantage of the Solitude in 


which you left me, becauſe there was no body 


here to hinder me from it; and that, being 


in a place where I had no manner of Acquain- 


tance, I ſhould have leiſure to communi- 


cate a Thought of mine to you in a Letter. 


But their hurry ing me away to Fantainbleau, 
has ſcarce given me time to. ſay any Thing 


to you; and Fortune preſents me with an 
important Occaſion of going thither, on 
Pleaſure of Writing to you. However, 
notwithſtanding her carrying it fair with 


me, I have too much Reaſon to diſtruſt her, 


after the many ill Offices I have received 

from her already; and I do not think, that 

ſhe her ſelf, would ever be Friends with a 

Man, to whom ſhe has done ſo much Hurt. 

However, having bitherto preſerved wry 
5 | am 


purpoſe, as I believe,” to deprive me of the 
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Love- Letters. 9 
amidſt ſo many Mis fortunes, I ſhould hope?” 
if I had not loſt all my Courage, that ſhe; 
deſigns me for ſomething that is great; 
and that perhaps ſhe is willing to ſhew one 
of her Miracles in me, ſince ſhe has alrea- 
dy perform'd ſo ſtrange and wonderful a 
thing, as ſaving my Life. But the laſt Fa- 
vour ſhe did me, is much greater than that, 
and Jam indebted to her, for my finding, 
by the greateſt good luck in the World, the 
firſt Letter that you was pleaſed to write 
me, after it had been Loſt for two Days. 
I know not whether I ſhould have ſeat you 
word of it, but from the very moment I 


had it, I found that I was capable of recei- 


ving ſome Joy out of your Sight; andwhile- 
| was reading it, I queſtion, whether I was 
concerned for your Abſence or no: Do not 
think that that was a little Time, for it is all 
that has paſs d ſince my receiving ĩt: and tis 
the only Employment in which my Eyes can 
ſer ve me with Pleaſure, ſince I behold you no 


ccrity, tho? I have ſeen the two Ladies, your 
Friend's more than once, and that I find no- 
thing that is agreeable either in the Voice of 
the one, or the Carriage of the other. Every 
Iime Lhave been at her Houſe, with whom 
you left me, Taſſo's Verſes, that Ideſired her 
to read, have made up one half of her Diſ- 
courſe, and her Act ons the other. And tho, 
they are to excellent Things intheir Kind 
| Yor 
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7 they covld not hinder me however, from 
beine as Melancholy as 1 was the firſt time 


you faw me there; and I found nothing in 


her Carriage, that could comfort me for the 
Information you gave me, that I can never 
be Belov'd. However, her Friendſhip would 


be moreAdvantageons to me than youthink 


for, and 1 ought to court it with more 
Earneſtneſs than 1 do, becauſe ſhe is reſo- 


lute enough to kill thoſe ſhe loves, when 
they are as Unfortunate as I am. 
. that ſne would not grant me that 
avour, without her knowin g the Canſe;and 
that before ſhe Executed me, ſhe would put 
me to the Rack. She began to do it a little, 
the laſt Pay I ſaw her; and ask'd me ſeveral 
Queſtions, concerning the Cauſe of the 


Pamp which ſtill continues on my Spirits. 


But a Man that cam bear your Abſence, will 
know how to endure the Rack; and it is 
not to be ſuppos d, that Torments can 


make me do any thing, fince I am ſo uſed 


to bare em; and that having Confeſꝰd 
once already, 1 did not ſind the leaſt Di- 
minution of mine for all that. Tis your 


Bufineſs'—— whom I thus reproach, and 


of whom, methinks, F have reaſon to com- 

plain; that tho? I Have openly © confeſs'd 

my Crime to you, you are neither juſt e- 

nough to put me to Death, nor good e- 

nough to let me live. I ask either "he one 

or the other, with: al the deſire at ; 
an 


But I ſee 
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and if I may not hope for any Favour vom 


yon; at Teaſt do me Juſtice: But what-- 


ever yon order for me, I beg that I may; 


hear it from your owr Mouth; and it is na 
gre it matter to me, whether it be Life or 
Death, provided that I have one of em in 
your Preſence. * There is no Dangerous 
Enterpriſe but what 1 can perform, nor 
any Inchanted Caſtle that 1 cannot enter, 
under your Conduct. And if the Inchant- 
ments that. hinder me from ſeeing you, are 
to be broke by the moſt Faithful and moſF 
Amorous Man in the World; Faffure you, 


that I am the Perſon who am to put an end 
to em; and that no other but my ſelf, can 


have a Right to perform this Adventure. 
But Mr. 42 B-— with whom I am going to 
leave this Place, Rnds me word, that he is 


juſt ready to go away; and as have a great 


at A.- whither he deſigus to go within 
a Fortnight. ' T maſt have more leiſüre 


than I haye at preſent, to anſwer ſome of 
your Letters that want a Commentary; 


hope you will allow me time for that, for 


hitherto; I have ſcarce had enough to un- 


derſtand 'em throughly. 
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7 LETTER XXVII. be? 
„ „. DIANA: 


FF to be depriv'd of the Sight ofwhat you 
love, is as ſenſible an Aſfliction to you as 
ĩt is to meʒ and if you ſuffer, during ourSepa- 


ration, any thing like what I feel; what con- 
ſiderations, Fair Diana, can there be, that 
are powerful enough to oblige you. to be 
two Days without ſeeing me? And why do 
we not rather plunge our ſelves into all 


5 manner of Extremities, | than into tha t- 
which this Misfortune reduces us to Why, 


only to binder a few-Perſons from talking 
of us, and to prevent em from taking no- 

tion, 
is it reaſonable that we: ſhould have no 
more? And to avoid a little Noiſe, muſt 


we endure fo great an Evit? No, no, my 


Dear Diana, the greateſt Misfortune that 
ean happen to us, is to be ſeparated from 
each other, and I know: of none that we 
ſhould fear ſo much as that. Beſides, do 
not believe that our Amour can be. any 


longer 
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Uneaſineſſes we give each other; the Sor 


row which always appears in my Face, 
when you are abſent, diſcovers it to: the 
whole World, and ſpeaks louder than any 
Body can do. Let us then for the future, 


give over this Diſcretion which coſts us ſo 
dear, and. contrive ſome way for me ta ſee 


you after Dinner, at leaſt if you deſire my 
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fter letting you be quiet all day, even 
A till Midnight, there is no danger; 
methinks, Fair Diana, in my putting you 
in Mind to day, that you have an humble 


Servant Who has not ſeen you almoſt theſe 


two days; and whom they furiouſty re- 
proach'd yeſterday with his Whims and 


Fancies, while perhaps, where you were, 


the People commended you for your agree 
able Temper. I have thought it proper to 
put you in Mind of him this Morning, for 
poſſibly you did not think of him at all Ve- 
ſterday; and do not expect that in ſuch 


0d Company, any one of your Thoughts 


ſhould 
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ny Pleaſure. laſt Night without me. 
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fhould preſume to ſpeak to youof me. Beſides, 
Thad ſo many my ſelf yeſterday of all ſorts, 
that I have reaſon to believe you could 
have none remaining; and I imagine, that 
you, finding your ſelf to have Company e- 
nough, and thinking that 1 ſhould be too 
lonely, had ſent me all yours to entertain 
me; for they came in Crowds where- ever 
I was, and were even ſo bold as to enter 
with me, into a Houſe, where they would 
not be very kindly received. *Tis the La- 
dy's for whom you ſometimes reproach me 
with want of Pity, and finding with her one 
of your Couſins, who does not raiſe any in 
you neither, I could not forbear taking an 
occaſion to talk of you; for that Reaſon 1 


ſtayꝰd there above two Hours longer than 
ordinary, during which, your Name was 


mentioned above twenty Times. I per- 
ceived Anger and jealouſie in the Minds of 
both, and we were hand fomly reveng'd on 
em; Jof him, who durſt be fo bold as love 


Diana, and you of her, that had pre ſum'd to 


love what belongs to you. I know not 


whether 1 ſhew'd too little Diſcretion, or 
too much Malice, in this; but 1 aſf'irc you 
was the onlyPleaſure I took Yeiterday,and 


the firſt lever receiv'd in that place. I de- 
ſwe yon to forgive it me, provided 1 alſo. 
will forgive you, if by chance you took a- 
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LETTER XXIX 


Cie I cannot ſpeak to you any more 
than if I was abſent from you, give me 
leave to write to you, and to make uſe of 
the only way I have left to communicate my 
Thoughts. I once thought, Fair Climene, 
that the greateſt Misfortune I had to fear, 


+3 


was that of being ſeparated from you; but 


has Ahſence any thing more Cruel, or any 
Puniſhment more Inſupportable than that of 
my being near you, in the manner as I am 
now ? To be near all the Graces, all the 


| Joys, and all the Beauties in the World, 


without daring to caſt ones Eyes on em, 


to have ones Heart on one fide, and to look 
always on the other, to ſpeak one Thing, 


and think on qutife the contrary ; and, while 
one is in Flames and on the Rack, to be 
oblig'd to tell idle Tales and Stories, are 
Tor ments 1 all Imagination, 
and which no Man e 


not ſuffer 'em for your ſake. lam now 
ſweetly reveng'd of the Hurt 1 * 
. | yes 
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uld bear, if he did 


Love Letters. 
Eyes had done me; they are now no freer 
than I am, they ſuffer in their Turns all 
the Pains they have occaſioned me, and are 
puniſhed now by not daring any more to 
turn themſelves towards you, and in loſing 
that Joy, for which fold my Liberty. Be- 
hold, Climene, what a Condition 1 am re- 
duc'd to for your ſake and what Uneaſi- 
neſſes I ſuffer, for having a better knowledge 
of the power of your Charms than any. 
body eHe. I fee no likelyhood of their De- 
oreaſing: I foreſee others that threaten me, 
and 1 know that within three Days I ſhall 
be more Unhappy, when I ſhall neither ſee 

nor hear, nor write to you. However, in 
the midft of theſe Misfortines, I every 
moment bleſs the Day I firſt came acquaint- 
ed with you; and I bad rather ſuffer all 
theſe Pains than the Tranquillity I enjoy d 
before I ſaw: you. I only ask you to Pity 
me a little, and to wiſn me ſometimes bet- 
ter Fortune in your ſelf, ſince I know ſo 

Well how to bear a bad ont far your Sake. 
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Manag; 1 ĩðò v n avon 
Scarce ſſeep a wink all Night, I have 
loſt the Taſte of every Thing, even 
the uſe of the Air is not free to me, and I 
do not breath ſo much as F Sigh; this is 
the Condition I have been in ever ſince I faw 
you. Indeed I am not certainly affar'd from 
whence this ill State of mine proceeds, and 


I don't know whether tis the Effect of my - 


Cold or my Love; however tis likely you 
are the occaſion of my greateſt Illneſs, ſince 
the greateſt Baſe I find in it, is writing to 
you. Sincerely, I never ſaw you look ſo- 
Handſome as you were the other day.. 
Notwithſtanding what you know, which 
had been enough to' fright any body elſe, i 
thought you the fineſt Thing in the World; 
and tho? you now and then drove me from 
you, and had changed your Humour into 
that of Madam de Saint Marten's, your Con- 
verfation ſeem'd to me very A er 
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That ſhews me, that beſides the Charms 


that appear outwardly, there is ſtill ſome 
Secret tachantment in you, that makes one 
love yon, and is the Reaſon why you can 
never be butHandſomand of a Sweet temper, 


let what will happen to you. In the midſt 


of all your diſdainful Airs, I cannot think 


* 


you Cruel; and when you fend and tear 


my Heart in a thouſand pieces, there is not 
one of em, but what is entirely yours, and 


one of your Smiles, ſweetens the bittereſt 


Sorrows that you make me ſuffer- As 1 


Jove all things that are Sweet, I cannot 


diſlike thofe you do, and even Death it ſelf 
will ſeem pleaſing to me, in the manner you 
dreſs it up. Since Lam highly taken with 
your Incivilities, judge how your Favours 


would affect me; and for once, at leaſt, 


| wi your {elf the Pleaſure of ſeeing what 
Effect they would have upon me. - You 
know that a little matter ſatisfies me, and 
that, without putting your ſelf to any great 


Expence, you may grant me all I deſire. 
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To MADAM D=—""\ 


Mapam, N 

HIS is the Fourth Letter J have 

written without ever hearing from 
you; if it is Fortune's Fault, tis the 
greateſt ill- Luck in the Worid; and if it 
is yours, tis the greateſt Cruelty. How- 
ever, I cannot forbear to put you in mind 
of me, without ſeeing whether *tis to any 
purpoſe or no; I write Letters to you, 
without ſtaying for an Anſwer z and make 


| Complaints, for which I do not expect Sa- 
tisfaction. The laſt time I wrote to vou, 


| thought I had perfectly ſettled the Peace 
and Tranquillity of my Mind ; but, as far 
as I ſee, one muſt expect it no more, after 
having ſeen you once in one's Life. This 
Image, which I thought half effaced in my 
Mind, is there renew'd in all its Colours, 
and with more Luſtre than ever : It fo fills 
my Soul, that there 1s no longer any Room 


for any other things, and thoſe that are 


there 
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ful and Cruel, and that with ſo many 
berty, in order to get out of your Hands. 


to ſo many other Pains, that of ſeeking 


my being able to reſent it; for 1 have 


up wholly to your Mercy, nor to render 


Diſintereſs'd, and the moſt perfect Paſſion 
that ever was. „„ 


7⁰ Tove Letrers. 

there already, are as far from me, as you 
that are a Hundred Miles off. Sincerely, 
tis pity, that the Faireſt Perſon in the 
World ſhould be alſo the moſt Ungrate- 


; 
: 


Reaſons for not loving you, there ſhould be 
found ſo many Motives, and even ſo great 
a Neceſlity tor loving you. Finding that 
you did not perform what you promiſ'd 
me, 1 did what Iould to recover my Li- 


After all, behold me fallen again deeper 
than ever into em; and all my Endeavours 
have been to no other . but to teach 
me not to attempt à thing that is im- 
poſſible another Time, and not to add 


after Remedies, where there are none. Von 
may then treat me as you pleaſe, without 


neither Courage, Strength nor Reſoluti- 
on to reſiſt you any more. But you oveht, 
methinks, out of Generoſity, not to do 
any Injury to a Man that reſigns himſelf hat 


Unhappy, the moſt Submiſſive, the mot 


- 
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y IS one of the Fineſt Days that have 
Is been this Summer; I am at Liancour, 
er Which is one of the pleaſanteſt Places in 
rs De World; and I am with three of the 


moſt Beautiful Ladies of Fance; vet not- 
ithſtanding theſe powerful Engagements, 
have ſhut my ſelf up all alone, on pirpoſèe 


Neaſon to conclude, that I am not in ſo ill 
an Humour as I was the laſt Time, and that 
his Letter will be kinder than the other. 


ve 2 

ti- Nn Hour after my ſending it you, I repent- 
hr, d of it, and the ſame. Evening I receiv'd 
4g Fours, which entirely ſatisfied me; not 


ot think my Reſentments juſt; but I can- 
ot any more be angry with you long; 
ind 1 am well aflur'd, that you cannot do 


lake me forget it with three words; For, 
1 ſhort, my Paſſion is now raiſed to that 
itch, to which you once ſaid at St. Clou, 
t ought to be; and tho' you ſhould have 


EV 
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o write to you. By that you will have 


hat I had chang'd my Opinion, and did 


e ſo great an Injury, but what you could 


prov'd - 


r e ver * ire wid. * of 


prov'd your ſelf guilty of Infidelity, not 
Neglect, I could not forbear loving you, 


and perhaps yon would think it won 


ha ve read it over no leſs. Tis the pretti 
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Since I was to be ſo abſolutely under th 
Power of any one; *tis, at leaſt, a great] 
Happir::fs to me, that I am fallen into t 
Hands of fo Good, fo Juſt, and ſo Reaſo 1 
nable a Perſon ; and who diſpaſes of met 
with more Care,Goodneſs,and Reaſon, tha 1 
I could have done my ſelf. I could how 1 
ever reproach you, at this inſtant, witli n 
not having taken care enough of my R 
poſe; for ſpeak ſincerely ; what was your t 
deſign in ſending me word, that Fort h 
has made ſtrange Alterations in you, with C 
ont telling me what, and leaving me tf is 
gueſs the reſt ? This is the fineſt Inventiq al 
in the World to make me fancy, and bf i: 
deeply ſenſible of all the Misfortunes th ha 
may have happen'd to you; whereas an 
ſhould have been free from ſome of ef ly, 
had you but inform'd me what they wen do 
Deliver me quickly then from this Uneal by 
neſs, which, I ſwear to you, is one of ti ſce 
'greateſt I ever felt in my Life. I write thſ® 
to you in haſte, and am often interrupted bec 
nay, even now they call me, and knock Mel: 
my Chamber Door. But I cannot find for 
my Heart to write you a ſhort Letter wh. 


than the laſt, if it was not long enougl 
I have kiſs'd yours a Thouſand times, an- 


al 
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and moſt obliging Letter in the World. 
But, for Heaven's ſake, write to me with- 
out any Conſtraint, that you may write 
to me with Pleaſure, and ſpeak to me in 
your Letters, with the ſame Freedom 
that you do in your Chamber. I am but 
too well acquainted with your Wit, do not 
make your ſelf uneaſy about that, and on- 
ly let me know your Affection in the man- 
ner I deſire.” I am extreamly pleaſed, at 
your being with the Perſon you mentioned; 
for knowing how much you love her, and 
how agreeable ſhe is, I am ſenſible what a 
Comfort and Satisfaction her Converſation 
is to you. You write me word, that ſhe 
already knows me as well as you; What, 
have you told her all my ill Humours, 
haye you inform'd her how unkind I am, 
and what, Pains Ihave given you? Sincere- 
ly, you are a naughty Woman, if you have 
done it; and I know what I will tell her, 

by way of being Reveng'd of you, when 1 
be her. You need not to have drawn me 
{ much to the Life, and it would have 
been better to have Painted me a little 
leſs like, to have made me more amiable; 
for ſhe, who. ſo highly values your Repoſe, 
which is not diſturb'd by your jealouſie of 
me, and fo ſincerely loves what you love 
dy, 1 fear, hate me, becauſe I ; have tor- 
ented you ſo much; and believe that 1 

am not a Man of Honour, when ſhe ge 
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ing to Paris, where I ſhall find a Letter 
from you, which makes me very impati- 
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of my having been ſo Jealous. But 1 = 
you, by all means, to give her a goo 
Character of me, for above all things, | 


deſire: to keep fair with her, and eſpecially 
now, ſince I flatter my ſelf, with the being 
beloved by you, there is nothing in the 
World, I covet fo much as her Friend- 


four Days, and without Flattery, I am 
mightily concern'd at it, for IL highly love 
and eſteem him. I told him Iwould write 
to you by the way of lam extreamly 


| Pleaſed to hear, thatthe Books I gave you, 
afford you ſome Satisfaction in reading 


em; but let me know which pleaſe you the 
beſt,. and in that what you love beſides. 
I'defign'd to deſire you to acquaint me with 
one particular Thing, but do not only in- 


form me of that, but give me an Account 


of every thing you do; for I ſnall be ex- 


treamly glad, to know the moſt trifling of 


your Thoughts and Actions. I am return- 


ent t be going thither. I expect to be 
there in two Days. But becauſe the Poſt 
does not go out till to Morrow about Noon, 
I ſend this Letter before by a Foot- man. 
Adieu, love me, I conjure you; as tor m 
—— I cannot tell how much I love on, 
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LET TEX XXXIII. 
To MADAM——— 


A T length I am arriv'd here, alive and 
and well; but I am aſham'd to tell it 
you ; for methinks a Man of Honour and 
Breeding ſhould not live after having been 
Six days without ſeeing you. I ſhould won= 
der more at my having been able to do it, 
if 1 did not know, and had obſer vd that 
for ſome Time paſt, nothing but extraor- 
dinary Things have happen'd to me, which 
did not in the leaſt expect; and that ſince 
have been acquainted with you, there has 
nothing been done in me but by Miracle. In- 
deed a very ſtrange Proof of it, is, my be- 
ing aby bitherto to Conquer ſo many 
Troub. es and Misfortunes, and that a Man 
who has received ſo many Wounds, ſhould 
lire ſo long! There is no Oppreſſion either 
of Sorrow or Languiſhment whatſoever, 
that is comparable to mine ; Love and Fear 

Concern, and 3 diſtract and toſs 
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me 
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me about different ways, every moment - 
And that Heart which I gave. you Whole 
and entire, in now torn in a; Thouſand 
pieces; but you are in every one of em, 


and I would not give the leaſt for all ſes 
here. However, amidſt ſo many grievous 


Vexations, I am not, I aſſure you, to be 
pity'd ; for tis only in the lower Region of 
my Mind the Tempeſts are form'd, and, as 
long as the Clouds go and come, the upper 
part of my Soul ſtill remains Clear and Se- 


= 


rene, and you are always there, Fair, Gay, 


and Shining, ſuch as you were in-my brigh- 


teſt Days, with thoſe Rays of Light and 


Beauty, that are ſometimes ſeen, hy me, to 
Play around you. Jown, that every Time 
my Imagination turns that way, I loſe the 


Senſe of all my Misfor tunes; ſo that it of- 


ten happens, that while my Heart ſuffers 
the greateſt Torments, my Soul taſtes the 
greateſt Felicities; and at the ſame Time 
that I weep and torment my ſelf at the 
Thoughts of my being Abſent from your 

| 55 from your Mind; 
I would not change my Fortune with thoſe 
that ſee, are beloy'd, and enjoy it. I know 
not, MA DAM, whether you, whoſe Soul is 


always ſo Serene, can conceive theſe Con- 


traditions ; *tis as 2 as I, who feel 
*em, can do to comprehend 'em, and I often 
wonder at my being ſo Happy and ſo Mi- 
Er. 4, +: 2715-14; ee 


If you have any Reaſons, 
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; | — 

ſerable at the ſame Time. But I beg, that 

what I ſay, with Reſpect to my Happineſs, 

may not hinder you from _ are tb 
ach” 


eale my Afflictions, for they are as. do 
not ceaſe preying upon me, and the bare 


Diſquiet that two ſuch different Opinions 


have put me into, is _—_ to deſtroy me. 
that are not taken 
fromSeneca,l-conjure you to write/em down 


for me; and ſend 'em me, on this Occaſion, 
fome of thoſe Miraculous Words, which you 


can ſpeak, and which, in an inſtant, can 


give Vigour and Gaiety to themoſt dejected 
Minds, and have twice before ſav'd my Lite 


already. Really you are oblig'd to preſerve 
mine, ſince tis entirely yours, and I gave 
it you ſo generouſly. For my part, I own 


that I value it the more for its belonging to 
you, and that I ſhall he ſorry to leave the 


World ſo ſoon, after _ acquainted 
with the Fineſt and moſt Perfect Thing in 
It. That 45 2 5 8 | r Gy F 


ws 


«4 Kt : 
or mera art”; To rr 


; / 


Yeſterday that I began 


LETTER XXXIV. 
My DAR, I 


Ask your Pardon; and confeſs to von, 


that methinks I have not lov d you for 
Days paſt, and that it is but from 
to love you. At 


leaſt my Paſſion is increas'd ſo much ſince 
that Day, and has raiſed and exalted it ſelf 


ſo high, that when ] look from thence, that 


which 1 had before, ſeems ſo low and mean 
0 me, that it- is hardly Viſible; and the 


Love which eight days ago I thought the 
greateſt in the World, ſcarce paſſes with 


me now for any Thing. As I am pleas d to 


And my ſelf in this Condition, ſo I am vex d 


That it did not happen ſooner to me; and 


I ſhall hate my Heart for having ſo long 
conceaPd from you ſo great a Place as you 


have in its Affections. Conſidering how 
Beautiful you were, methinks, I have done 
you an injury in not loving you as violent- 


ly 
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ny thing towards that. But certainly it 
proceeds from my not being able to have a 
perfect Knowledge of you at firſt; and, 
to ſpeak fincerely, ſo many different Beau- 
ties, ſuch a variety of Graces and Charms, 
ſo much Wit, Judgment, Courage, Strength 
and Generofity of Mind, as yo are Miſtreſs 
of, cannot be diſcover'd at one View; there 


muſt be Time —— and there are ſo ma- 


ny Perffections in you, that it would require 
ſeveral Days only to view you all over. I 
know not whether lam miſtaken, but me- 
thinks, I have now compaſs' d my Deſigns, 
and my Mind is ſo full of you, that there is 
is no Room left for any Thing eiſe: 
Soul is wholly taken up with Thinking 
Contemplating on you, and that with ſo 
much Pleaſure and Attention, that tho? 1 
am upon the brink of the moſt frightful 
Precipice in the World, I ſcarce take Notice 
of it, and finding my ſelf within a few Mo- 
ments of loſing you, do nothing but rejoyce 
my having found you again. I ſwear, to 
you, Ay Dear, I write nothing but what I 
think, and the leaſt part of what I think I 
write to you. There are no more Words 
to be found that are fit to expreſs my Paſ- 
ſion for you; it being far beyond all Ex- 

| D 4 preſlion 


Loved on 
ly, as I do now, from the firſt moment I 
faw you; and I ſhould not have ſuffer'd the 

Obligations I have to you, to contribute a- 
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80 Love. Letters. 
Preſſion and Imagination. Vou are the only 
Perſon in the World that can conceive it, 
L“ ot owt Loni tabs 


Cy 


eee eee eee. 
LETTER XXXV. 7 


Don't well know, at preſent, in what 
manner to write to you; for J am very } 
much diſpleaſed with you, for not letting MW t 
me hear from you all this Time, tho? you [ 

had an Opportunity of writing every Day. n 
What hinders me, is my unwillingneſs to iſ y 
write: any thing that may trouble you, I 2 
or diſturb your Repoſe ; for ſincerely it is e 
dearer to me than my ,n. But on the o- y 
ther hand alſo, I will not conceal my Re- © 
ſentment from you, and tis not in my Pow- MW x 
er to uſe Artifice with yon, or to write to 
you as I would do, if Iwere in Humour I 
with you. To deal ingenuouſly with you, y. 
I cannot conceive how a Perſon, that has Wl 
done fo many things for the Preſervation of f 
my Quiet, could not be able in Six Wecks if 
Time to write one Letter to oblige me; and I. 
that you, who think Abſence ſo dangerous ba 
a Thing, and have expreſs'd ſo great a Con- m 
cern leſt it ſhonld have an ill Effect upon I g; 


. 


me, ſhould give your ſelf over ſo to it, and 


ſnould ſo long neglect making uſe of the on- 
ly Remedy againſt it. Tis pretty near 


#8 1 As | 7M 
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z 


two Months ſince you left me, you had 
Directions how to write to me, there were 
Poſt-Houſes in every Place you paſsd 
through, and yet I have had no Letter 
from you. In your Opinion now, what 
can I think of this? Will you make me zbe- 
lieve, that at Orleans, at Blois, at Tours, at 


Angers, and afterwards, during the whole 
Time of your being at — and at- you 
have had no Leiſure to write me one Let - 
ter? Is it that you have no deſire to ſee 
mine, and by that you judge that I am in 
no great haſte to ſee yours ? *tis true that 
you lay under no Obligation to do it, 
and that I told you, at parting, I did not 
expect to receive any Letters from you, till 
you had had time to receive mine. But 
ſhould you not take-Pleaſure in pro- 
curing me a Good which I did not expect? 
| gave you the Liberty not to oblige me, 
you haye made uſe of it, and you haye not 
written to me at all, becauſe you could di- 


ſpenſe with your omitting it. What then! 


it. you had known that J had expected no- 
Letters from you under, four Months, you 


had been all that Time without writing to. 


me, for whoever can go Six Weeks, may 
ſtay twenty without doing it? To talk 
D 5 freely 


ought you to haye written the leſs for that?” 
an 
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82 Lore · Letters. 
freely with you: about the matter, I 


: 


know nat what to think of it, if I. 


could ſuſpect the heſt Mind; and the 


trueſt Heart, in the World, guilty of 
Fic kleneſs, 1 ſhould believe that you; had 
been alter d in your Temper. But: any thing 


elſe appears to me to þe more likely than 


that. However, I aſſure you, My: Dear, 


and I ftill call you ſo heartily, that my 


Affection for you is not in the leaſt dimi-- 


niſh'd. That has only leſſend the Secret 


Joy that I have ſtill left amidſt my Af-- 


fictions; and the Satisfaction I had to think, 


that ſince I knew you, you had had for me 


all the Care, Goodneſs, and Tenderneſs 1 
could wiſh, and that. you have never let 
ſlip any Opportunity of giving me all the Aſ- 


ſurances that one ought to expect from a 


true and perfeQ*Friendſhip.. Tho! it is not 


thus now, Ido not loye you the leſßs for it, 
and you are as dear to me now as you were 


when you made your Heart bleed every Day 
for my ſike, and fear'd not to ſhorten your 
own Days, to prolong the Time of our 
being together. I ſuffer: all my Afflictions 
with Conſtancy and Reſolution ;z and what 
vexes me the moſt, is, that you have given 
me Reaſon to believe, once in my Life, that 
Fſhould not be the moſt Ungrateful Man in 


the World, tho 1 loy'd you but indiffe- 
| Lai: 


Fr, 


Levren 1 
Mr Ds AR LI 


N what horrible Darkneſs haye you jeft 
me? and into what Abyſs am] fallen, 


fince I have been depriv'd of your Sight? 
value your Quiet too much, to preſume to - 
tell you all the Uneaſineſs you give me, and 


my Troubles are grown to that 


paſs, that 


[ſometimes wiſhthat you lov'd me leſs than 
you do, for fear of your "ſuffering what [ 


bear. You will not think it ſtrange 


that 


my Mind is in ſo great a diſorder, if you 
n of my Diſturbance; - 
ou will not be aſtoniſh'd at m 4 7 


uy the Occa 


wo y able to riſe, after falling from 
great a Height. But 1 a8 ee 


to conſider with your ſel 
has happen d to me within theſs © fow 


of you, My Dear, 
ry thin that 


JS * 


Fortune has found me out the moſt amiable 
Perſon: in the World; I have ſcen her, and 


I have loved her; She has alſo EXPT 


Kd 4 


great Inclination for me; 1 have loft her, 


and all this has 


been done in * reat a hurry, 


doubt whether 


paſſed fo ſuddenly, and hass 
g often 
happy as 1 
imagine 


have mana, 


e 
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imagine, and whether I have not dreamt 

of all that I believe has happend to me. 
Beſides, to ſpeak of it ſoberly, - fo many 
Pleaſures in one Perſon- with whom I was | 
ſcarce acquainted, io much Courage and 
Reſolution in one Woman, ſo many lovely | 
' Qualities in one Subject, and ſo many Trea- ; 
ſures diſcover'd at once; yet farther, ſuch 
an infinite number of Accidents, one upon ſ 
another, and ſich a Crowd of Adventures t 
both good and bad, are things which ſeem 2 
rather to have been dreamt. of, than to 7 
have been true: and there is no well-con- q 
triv'd Fable, that has not a little more Pro- [ 
bability in it. In ſhort, My. Dear, this fre 11 
Dream is at an End; I can't tell what are 
become of all thoſe. good things, my Reſt 
has been diſtur b'd, and 1 find my ſelf now 
Lam awake, in the blackeſt and moſt hor- 
rible Night that ever was. However, T 
endeavour to paſs it as patiently as poſſible, 
and till the Day appears, Lentertain my felf 
* Trith the moſt agrecable Imaginations k can. 
Iconſider that 'tis Joy enough to ſatisfie me 
for the Remainder of my Lite, to have been 
enly one Moment belov'd by you; and that 
the Remembrance of that Happineſs ſhould 
make me chearfully ſuffer all manner of Af- 
- fictions. . It was not reaſonable that the 
moſt valuable things in the World ſhould * 
coſt me nothing. Fortune has 'been juſt 
in making me purchaſe the Heart you gave 
| me, 
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me, and I take it kindly of her, that at leaſt 
ſhe has not made me pay for your Affection, 
but till after you had generouſly given it me, 
at a time when you owed me nothing, an 
could not keep it but purely by your own 
lnclination. 1 ffiould be very uugrateful, 
if 1 complain'd now of ſhedding ſome 
Tears fora Perſon who has formerly wept 
ſo many bitter ones on my Account. *Tis | 
time that 1 ſhould ſuffer inmy Turn, and - 1 
give you ſome Proofs of my Affection, after 

my receiving ſo many of yours. But you 

are always ſo kind to me, that it was im- 
poſſible I ſhould ever ſuffer any Uneaſineſs - 
in your Preſence ;, and it was neceſſary ou 
ſhould be ſeparated from me, that I might 
have an Opportunity of Suffering, and de- 
ſerving your Favour. I fhort, Ay Dear, 
theſe are the Thoughts with which 1. en 
deavour to ſweeten the bittereſt Afflictio 
„in the. World; and to ſupport my. Spirits in 
1f the Abſence of the moſt AccompRiia, an 
moſt Charming” Perſon that ever was: Bu 
notwithſtanding all I.can do, I own to you 
that both my Courage and my Reaſon often 
forfake me; and Iam well aſſur'd, that un- 
lefs you afford me ſome” Aſſiſtance, I cans 
not hold out long. Let me hear from 100 
then quickly; aſſure me that you are well 4, 
in Health, and diä me tarnen wy l. 
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Map Au, 
HE Night is _ with all other 
Mien, but it is not. over with me. et; 
2 I ſee nothing in the only thing which 
am the moſt deſirous of knowing | 4 the 
orld. My Mind bas a long time been 
cover'd with ſuch thick Clouds, that the 
Light cannot enter it; and in the gloomy 
Darkneſs that ſurrouds it, I can perceive 
nothing but confus'd and irregular Ideas, 
metimes divert, but oftner fright 
me. Di bl 1 Darkneſs then, Vou, in 
whom al 5 of Heaven *. 
nd ſuffer me no longer to 
doubt, whether I am the Happieſt, or moſt 


miſerable Man upon Earth. The molt tor- 
menting Afflictions, and the moſt perfect 
Joys, are always 25 

one never goes without the ot ; and it 

often happens, that in the ſame Moment 1 


mixt t ether, that 


feel incredible Pains and infinite Pleaſures. 


Separate em, I conjure you, ſuffer not 5 
1 — 
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mand; after ſs many Riddles, ſpeak one 
Intelligible. word” to me, and let me know 
my good. or ill Fortune: For the Heart 
which I have given you entirely, Fonly ask 
you to let me ſee into yours, and that the 
cleareſt Mind in the World may not always 

be dark and obſcure to me. Think what 
pain it is to me, never to ſpeak to you but 
before a: Perſon who would be a Mortal 
Enemy to my Paſſion, if ever ſhe ſhould 
come to know it; what Torment it is al- 
ways to make a Jeft of fo ferious a matter; 
and Pe to uſè a Lie to N ſuch 
pure and unfeigned Truths. Give me 
Strength to bear all tis; be pleaſed always 
to continue my Happineſs L ſaying one 
word only; ſuffer not the juſteſt Paſſon in 

the World to be the. moſt Miſerable 5 nor 
let me die with Grief for having loyd the 
moſt beautiful Ferſon that ever was. 
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witch'dme yeſterday, when you made 


friends with you; for, 


me ſay that I was 


without the Power of Magick, it would 
de impoſſible that only by three words, 
which ſignified ſo little, you ſhould have 


made me forget the moſt cruel Injury you 
could” do me. However, I muſt own, that 
you beguil'd: my Sorrows, and ſo nicely 


confounded my Judginent, that in the moſt 
ſenſible Diſappointment I ever receiv'd, I 


felt the greateſt Joy I eyer had : But the 


Charm was ſoon over; and, to my great 


Misfortune, my Underſtand ing came to me 


| _ as ſoon as I parted from you; and 
a 


r having been ſcarce able to refrain 
from Tears of Joy in-your Prefence, I have 


all this whole Night ſhed Tome of the moſt 
bitter in the World. Notwithſtanding 


my Endeavours to deceive my ſelf, I am 
ſenſible that you have acted ſuch a * . 
ET alſe- 
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Fal ſehood by me that cannot be forgotten 3 
that for the future puts a ſtop to all manner 
of Dealings between you and I, and hinders 
the Re- eſtabliſning a mutual Confidence for 
ever; but what is ſtill more Cruel, is that, 
tho? it appears to me, by all the Reaſons in 
the World, that F ought, to love you no 
longer, yet I ſee no likelyhood of being 
able to do it. Alb the Sorrows which you 
repelld yeſterday, are now return'd in 
Crowds into my Mind, and have put all 
things in ſo much diſorder there,that,exce 

the Senſe of my own Misfortune, and-the 
Remembrance of your being the fineſt thing 
in the World, there is not a grain of Rea- 
fon, Knowledge, or ſound Underſtanding 
left in it. This is my preſent Condition; 
and indeed there does not ſeem to be any 
help for it. But ſee what a Confidence I 
have in you! If I can to day but hear one 
obliging Word from your own Mouth, if 
you ſhew me any kind Action, or a favour- 
able Look, or only ſay within your If, 
that you deſire my Welfare, L am aſſor'd 
that my Misfortunes will immediately ceaſe, 
and I ſhall forget all the Sorrows and Un- 


eaſineſſes you have given me. 
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Th the ſame... : 


with you about twelve Hours: I am 


% 


very ſenſible, that witty reſpect to you, 
it is the N Crime I could commit; 

ere is nothing which makes you 
fo angry with me, as your Belief of my ha- 


and that t 


ving ſome ſecret Joy. Judge, by that, of 
my Gratitude, for tho* I know: that you 


will make me repent of it, E cannot for- 
bear returning yon Thanks, and telling 
vou, after all, That there is no Trouble or 


Uneaſineſs, but what E can willingly bear 
for your ſake. Deſtroy then immediately, 
if you pleaſe, all my Hopes and Imaginati- 
ons; tell me that I have miſ-· under ſtood 
all that I have explain'd in my own Favour; 
ſhew me that my Paſſion is indifferent; or 
elf troubleſom to you. It is Happineſs 
fufficient for my whole Life, to have been 
able to believe but half a Day, that 

E 1 pou 


Moſt humbly ask your Pardon, but 1 
own to 1 that I have been pleaſed 
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you do not hate me; and this Satiafacton | 
has given me Strength to bear all manner | 
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IS ARE 8 the moſt Bar barous 
ed Perſon that ever was Born? you 
im Ware not ſatisfied with doing me no good, 
u, but you would have me to think of none 
t; Walſo ; and as if your Honour were con- 
ou cern'd in my being always Melancholy, you 
a- take pet, whenever you find a little Joy 
of lurking in one Corner of my Heart. What. 
ou WI beſeech you, does my — ſatisſied o 
r- Iny own Happineſs coſt you? And what 
ng hurt does my conterfeiting Pleafures, to 
or F{nbich you contribute nothing, do you? 
ar ſince I have been fo blind, as to place my 
y, Affections on the moſt Ungrsteful Perſon. 
ti. living. Are you not qe 4 unjuſt, after all, 
d io condemn my Want of judgment in any 


Ir; other thing, and yet to take itamifs, that 
or Ia Man, who has 'manag'd' Himſeif ſo ill, 
1s ¶ ſhould not know how-to judge very right- 
n Wy here? Give me leave, at laſt in this 
at Affair, ta enjoy the Confuſion. of my — 

_ 


. * 25 — _ Wie Chat "* p q A A 2 7 2 *F. > q 
F 


1 7 pa * * — 2 , 
: 4 = a3 a. 
* * * 92 £ ally” * 


92 Love. Lerter . 
0 on, andito make ſome Adbantage of tie 
1 Diſorder you have ocοα end in my Mind 
1" If 1 was in my right Senſes; 'Pſhowld not 
Wo. think you loy'd me; but if 1 was really in 
MM em, 1 ſhould not love you; and in the 
Wo Condition I am now, I can no longer think 
bl of any thing that vexes you. 7 
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+ EfINCE you are fo terribly afraid o 
my being too happy, and give your ſell 
o much Trouble about my Thoughts, asil 
vou were to be reponſible for em; I muſt 
open em a little more to you, and explain, 

for once, what thoſ Hopes are, about which 
- yow quarrel with me ſo much: Let me die 
1 if I will not tell you the whole Truth; fc 
1 as I am ſenſible of the Brightneſs and Pen 
"Mi tration of your Wit, and of the manner in 
Which you entirely fill my Soul, I would not 
dare to pretend to conceal any thing that: 
there, from you. I proteſt to you, that 
have. never expected, deſir'd, or eve 
Wiſhed in my Mind to be belov'd by yo! 


4 7 


as I love you: For: knowing you to be 
1208 7” mud 
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uch above every thing here below, I did 


ind. not believe you were capable of that ſort 


f Paſſion, which unites two Souls of the 
ame Nature. But as the Spirits above, 
ometimes have a Love for Mankind, and 
take care to conduct and vs em in all 
their ways, ſo I thought that you might 
wiſh me well; and that it was impoſſible, 
that the moſt generous .Soul Breathin 

ſhould not be ſenſibly fouchtwith the pureſt 
Affection that ever was. *Tis on that Ac- 
ount,.I own to you, that it has often haps 
pen'd, that ſome of your Actions, as a 
smile, a Look, or a Bluſh, upon a favour- 


e fancy you did not hate me. But to 
Wnagine fo eaſily as that, cannot be called, 
Wclicf, but ſomething leſs than an Opini- 
dn, a Suſpicion or a Doubt, which floating 
ghtly on my. Mind, left behind it a tract 
Wt Light, and fill'd my Soul with Joy and 
 {patisfaction. You now ſee from whence 
Iroceeds this Gaiety and Contentment of 
ind that offend you ſo mightily ; and if 
fter I have explaind 'em to you, you 
bink 'em ſtill unjuſt, I am ready to part 
With 'em; for tho' I could be happy, I 
ould really ſcruple being fo, unleſs you 
nillingly conſented to it; and as I have 


management of it to yo; tis your Buſineſs 
| to 


able Occaſion, have now and then made 


ntirely given you my Heart, 1 leave the 
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of my Heart; but let me Die if I an 


| Love: Letters. 


to | diſpoſe of it, and to conſider whether 
you would een n 4t Happy or Miſe 


.. 
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Lzrrzx XIII. 
To the ſawe. 


Pat all that is Pair, Charming and Agree 
able m theWorld were joyn'd Tigethes 
would any _ be ſo lovely as you were 


laſt Night? and was not whatever th: 
Poets {ay of the Loves, the Smiles, and the 
Graces, "Viſtbly ſeen around your Perſon! 
After my being ſo happy as to ſee this Glo- 
rious Sight with my. own Eyes, I make 
Reſolution never to complain of any thin 

1131 


I foreſee it will coſt me the remainder 


concern'd for it! and had I thoſe of the 
whole World, I would freely give em al, 
for a Pleafure like that which the Sighte 


you gave me. 
Ber 
CEE 
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LETTER XLIII. 
To the fame. 
1 Am well ſatisfied 1 ſhall never get out 


poſe : For as you every Day do ſome new 
thing to vex me, which gives me an Incli- 
nation to rebel; ſol _ diſcover in you, 
ome new Beauty that reſtrains me from itz 
And as faſt as my Vexations increaſe, your 
Charms augment, and my Chains grow 
Wſtronger. After having uſed my utmoſt 
Endeayours to refiſt all the Beauties I had 
diſcover'd, both in your Mind and Perſon, 
it happens, that when I ſee you, I find 
out ſome new ones, which I have not ob- 
ery'd in you before, and againſt which, 1 
was not prepar'd ; and indeed, there is in 
ou ſo great a varietv of Fine Things, that 
| always meet with ſome of em, againſt 
which I cannot defend my ſelf. | 
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of your Hands; and that all my At- 
tempts to rid my ſelf of you, are to no pur- 
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LETTE R XLIV. 
To MADAM deV—: 


.FTER fourteen Verſes, give me 
Leave to add fourteenLines of Proſe, 
and to tell you, in aLanguage which has uſual- 
ly more Sincerit 


more Sincerity than there is in Poety, that 
I die for you. That Beauty which I have juſt 
mentioned, is much better written in my 
Heart than it is here; and the Idea I have 
conceiv'd of it is ſuch, that in placing you 
above Aurora and the Sun, I ſay nothing 


but what appears to me, to be too low, and 


what I think beneath you. Judge, I beſeech 
you, how quiet and ſerene a Mind muſt be 
Where you are ſo well repreſented; which 
beholding every moment the brighteſt Ob- 
ject in the World, among ſo many Reaſons 
for deſiring, ſees not one to hope for it, on 
which ſide ſo ever it looks. In this Condi- 
tion, however, mine is not the leſs conten- 
ted; it is ſo employ'd in viewing the ma- 
ny wondrous Qualities that are in you, 
| wit 
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with thinking how Lovely you are, that 1 


have no time left to conſider that Iam not 
belov'd, or to perceive that I am a dying. 
The Idea I have form'd to my ſelf of you, 


and which I eternally fix my Thoughts on, 
haas ſoengag'd me, that I do not take no- 


tice of what I want, or what J ſuffer; and 
while my Heart burns, and is conſuming, 


and while it fears, deſires, and is toſs'd tq and | 


fro, my Thoughts-are calm and eaſie, and 
give me Joys ſurpaſſing thoſe of other Men. 
However, I have reaſon to think that my 
Life cannot laſt long at this rate; and ſince 

it belongs to you, and you are Miſtreſs of 
it, I take it to be my Duty to inform you of 

the Danger It is in. *Tis your Buſineſs to 
order it as you pleaſe ; for, as for my Part, 


I have nothing to ask you on that ſcore, 


and my Will is fo much under Subjection to 
yours, that I do not ſuffer itto wiſh the good 
that you are not deſirous I ſhould have, nor 
to ſhun the Evil to which you devote me. 
What I can fay to you, is, that my Heart 
being entirely and impartially yours, tis 
unreaſonable, that all my Pleaſures ſhould 
lie only in my Imagination; and perhaps 
it is but juſt, that you ſhould give more real 
and ſubſtantial Satisfaction, to the ſincereſt 
and moſt laſting Paſſion. that ever was. 
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\ MaDan, 


* 


N greateſt Joy 1 ever knew in my 


ae, is that of having ſeen you, and 


the greateſt Uneaſineſs, that of being de- 


priv'd of the Sight of you. Let me die, if my 
Eyes have met with any. agreeable Object 
ſince I ſaw you! I have left behind me at 
Blois, all the Pleaſures I uſed to find here; 
and I am more uneaſie at Paris than I ever 
was is any place in the World. However, 
I ſhould be ſorry, if J was leſs concern'd ; 
and I love my Sorrow, when I think it 
would pleaſe you if you ſaw it: Really it is 
juſt, that ſo good Fortune, as that of my 
having met with you, ſhould coſt me ſome- 
thing; and tho' I ſhould loſe the Quiet of 
my wholeLife by it, I ſhould not think I had 
purchas'd it at too high a price. The leaſt 


of your moſt indifferent Actions, or of any 
of your Words,gives me more Satisfaction, 
| | | than 
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Love-Letters. "EM 
than all manner of Misfortunes whatſoe 
can give me Pain and Uneaſineſs; and at 
the ſame time that I am Suffering, on the 
account of my not ſeeing you, and for fear 
you do not- love me, I would ngt change 
my Condition with thoſe that are the moſt 


4 


happy, and who ſee, and converſe with - 
you. So great a Reſolution where there 


is ſo great an occaſion for my being con- 
cern'd, ſhews that I begin to believe in good 
earneſt, that you were ſincere , When you 
told me that you had given me your Heart; 
for if 1 had none but my own, I con'd nor 
withſtand ſo many Vexations, and I plainly 
perceive that fuch extraordinary Courage 
does not proceed from my ſelf, and that it 
mult certainly be dcriv'd from you. To 
ſpeak the Truth, this Adventure of mine 
is ſomewhat ſtrange, to meet with every 
thing that is Lovely and Agreeable in the 
World, in one ſingle Perſon, to love her as 
ſoon as I ſaw her, and to loſe her as foon 
as I had loy'd her; that my Happineſs 
ſnould be made and vaniſh at the ſame In- 
ſtant; and that in ſo little a ſpace of time, 
fhould have ſo many Reaſons to be Merr 
and Sad. However, I cannot but . 


you firſt; and I wou'd not change the bare 


Idea that my Mind ſtill retains of you, for 


all tbe Riches upon Earth. I ſhall confirm 
my ſelf the more in this Opinion, by the 
"1 | E 2 | Anſwer 
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that to be a fortunate Hour in which Il ſaw © 
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Wo. Lein. 
Anſwer you ſend me; and if it be as favour- 
able to me as your Diſcourſe, I ſhall think 
no pains whatſoever too great, that I ſhall 
he dufte for your ſake. Be not afraid then, 
1 beſeech you, of the Danger you told me 
there was in writing to me; and run fome 
Hazard, to prevent that in which I ſhall be, 
if you take no care of me: Conſider then, 
when you write to me, that there is no- 
thing that obliges a generous Soul ſo much 
as an entire Confidence: And that it is rea- 
ſonable you ſhould give ſome Conſolation 


to a Man, who will have none, nor can 


have any, but from you alone. 


g g urs dig cis SUN 
LETTER XLVI. 


FT ER having had one of the terri- 
FA bleſt Nights in the World, I can- 
not find in my Heart to. paſs a day after 
the fame manner; and yet I foreſce that 
this will not be much better to me, unleſs 
you, who make my 72 and bad Days, 
order it otherwiſe: I thought yeſterday, 
when I took my leave of you, that I was 
very Eaſie, and that the three or four 
words whichIforced from you, had entire- 
ly ſatisfied me; yet I had ſcarce got ten 
Steps from your Houſe, but all my Misfor- 
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tunes began again; that Vexation, thoſe 


Fears; Jealouſies, and Suſpicions, which 
bad juſt left me, attack'd me all at once, 
enter d my Mind, and have not quitted the 
Poſſeſſion of it yet, whether I have been Sleep- 
ing, or Waking, they have taken up all 
my Thoughts and Dreams: They have re- 


preſented to me every thing that can give 


me the greateſt Vexation; and what I 
ought to be moſt afraid of; and have 
filled my Imagination with Chimeras and 
ſtrange Viſions. I was in hopes that the 
Day would have made all that diſappear ; 
but it is already far advanced, and yet I 
ſtill behold the ſame things. You, who are 
the abſolute Miſtreſs of my Life, ſuffer not 
ſuch Diſorder to Reign in a place where you 
command ; drive theſe diſmal Images out of 
a Mind, where there ſhould be none but 
yours, and let not the fineſt thing in Na- 
ture be ſacceeded by the moſt frightful ones. 
have ſo great a Faith in you, that, if you 
only ſay three words; after Reading this 
Letter, I believe I ſhall immediately re- 


ceive Eaſe and Comfort by em: I ſhall be 


ſenſible, at this "diſtance, of what you 
ſpeak ſoftly in your Chamber, and ſhall 
have Reſt from the very moment of your 
wiſhing it me. If it was not the Syrprize 
you were in, that made you dumb yeſter- 
day, I intreat you not to be ſo to Day; and 
if you cannot fay very obliging things, but 
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only when you are pleaſed to talk of your 
ſelf, do it now I am not near you to preſs 


you to it; when I do not ask it of you but 


at a diſtance, and- with Submiſſion ; and 


when laſſure you, that if you are even wil- 


ling that I ſhow'd be unhappy, I had rather 
agree with you in being ſo, than have any 
Inclination nE to Yours. | 


Ordootoitantatudaturatihtiercs 
- LETTER XLVII. | 


THEN I had no thoughts at all of 
you, and was very calle ; what Oc- 


lou was there for your writing me word 


that you wiſh'd I was ſo? I enjoy'd the 
greateſt Tranquillity imaginable; and I have 
loſt it, upon being inform'd that you wiſh'q 
it me. Your being deſtin'd to diſturb the 
quiet of my Life, is a ſtrange thing ; I can- 


not bear with your Indifferency, or your 


Hatred : Neither can I tell which I onght 
moſt to fear, your wiſhing me ill, or well. 

If you love me, I cannot be eaſie, 111 know 
you do not love me, I cannot. be joy ful; 
and fo that in what manner ſoever I think 
of you, you occaſion a Diſorder in my Mind. 

The only way I have to defend my ſelf from 


you, is, not to think of you at all; and to blo 


entirely out of my Memory, all the Remain! 
of ſo lovely and E a Perſon. I w: 
pretty 


| _ £Eove-Letters. 103 

pretty near this temper of Mind, when I re- 
ceiv'd your Letter; and you are now come 
to ſpoil all, by wiſhmg mePeace and Liberty: 
Since the Hurt is done, I muſt bear it, and 
patiently ſtay to ſee the Iſſue of it: But if 
it can ever happen, once again in my Life, 


that I ſhould quite forget you; for God's 


ſake, Mapa, let alone your Compliment 
of Rejoycing with me, and if you are 
glad of myHappineb, keep your Joy ſecret, 
and let me know nothing of it. | 


... IARESA AL 
LETTER XLVIII, 


Will not fail coming to take part of a 
Collation with you, tho? I know I ſhall 
be poiſon'd at it; and I have already found 
a Poiſon in your Letter which diſpoſes me 
to receive all yours, and even to defire em. 
There is no need of your informing me 
how far devotion can change Peoples minds, 


I know it well enough already by my ſelf; 


for it is that which has made ſuch a Change 
in me, as enables me to live without the Sight 


of you. You have alſo juſt now made ano- 


ther in me, by the three Lines you wrote 


me. You ſhould, methinks, have. more 


Conſideration, and not make your Neigh- 
bour run ſuch a Venture: And, as far as 


ſce, tho dyou are devout, at leaſt, you are 
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not fcrnpulous. But to be ſerious with 
you; *Tis very maliciouſly done of you, to 
awaken in me, all thoſe Sentiments which 
I had fo much pains to lull aſleep; and 1 


will complain of it to the Bare-Footed Car- 


melites, unleſs it be that your handſom 


Treatment of me gives me no occaſion of 
Complaint. | 
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LTT ER XLIX. 
J MADAM hs 


MA DAM, 


I Did not expect that I had one good Day 
more to come in my whole Life; and 
perhaps it might have happen'd fo, if 
you had not wiſh'd it me this Morning. 
If there is any thing farther, that you 
deſire to obtain. of me, you have entire- 
ly. gain'd your point in every Thing by this 
laſt Favour ; and I let you know it, be- 
cauſe, if you ſhould hereafter do me any o- 
thers, I ſhall not be able to make you any 
farther Acknowledgments for em. I ſpeak 

| heartily to you; and as there is no Danger 
here in 2 loud, ſinee no body over- 
hears me, I ſay once more, that never 
any Thing touch'd me ſo ſenſibly, and 
Seo - cannot 
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cannot return you thanks enough for that 
which you have lately done me. I may 
well call it a Favour, ſince it has given me 
a Reprieve, notwithſtanding the Sentence 
you pronounc'd againſt me the other Day; 
and amidſt ſo many terrible Vexations, has 
reſtor d me to Life q ar *Tis true, the 
lingering Life I now lead, is ſo miſerable, 
that I do not well know whether it is a Pre- 
ſent I ſhould highly value, if it did not 
come from you. And being ſtill to paſs 
ſifteen Days without ſeeing you, I can't tell 
whether it is not a Cruelty to force me to 
live. However, I will live, ſince you 
command me, and ſtill loye me.--- 
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LETTER L. 


 Mapan, | 
Dare not acquaint you with my preſent 
Condition ; and after my boaſting ſo. 
mightily of that Heart which I have given 
you, Iam aſham'd to let you ſee its Weak- 
neſs. I thought, that the Aſſurance which 
have of your Affection, would be a Pro- 
tection for me, againſt all manner of Vexa- 


tions; and that it was impoſſible] ſhould 


be belov'd by you, and unhappy all at once. 
However, I find my ſelf in as great Trouble 


— 
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and Confuſion, ; ro if I had loſt every Thing, 


in loſing the Sight of you; and I torment 


my ſelf, as if there was no other Good nor 
Evil in the World, but in ſeeing, and in not 


ſeeing you. That makes me believe,that our 
two Souls are not well mix'd together; and 
I plaialy find that you have given me a very 
little part, of yours, ſince I want Courage 
to bear an Affliction. It is true, to conſi- 


der it nicely, that that which I now feel, is 


not of that ſort of Misfortunes, which Con- 
ſtancy,. teaches us to bear patiently : ; and 
the trideſt- Reaſon cannot condemn ſo 
juſt a Sorrow as mine; if it does not per- 
mit me to lament for the moſt Agrecable, 
the moſt Charming, and the moſt Accom- 
pfliſn'd Perſon in the World; it cannot, at 
leaſt, diſapprove of my Concern for the 
moſt Knowing, the moſt Generous, and the 
Wiſeſt. Tho' I ſhould not be concerr'd never 
do ſee you any more, I ſhould always be ſo 
never to hear you any more; and be ex- 
treamly ſenſible of my loſing a Converſati- 
on, which would at once both enlighten 
and burn my Soul: And which I never left, 
without being the more Polite, as well as 
the more Amorous Man. And, if amidſt 
ſo many Cauſes of Sorrow and Uneaſl neſs, 
L can receive any Conſolation, it mult 
happen to me contrary to my Expectation; 
and it will be more fitting for you to give it 


ee for me to lind! it my ſelf. Voũ then, 
M a D 4 N11 


I, into every Thing; and eſpecially, into 


Map xu, 5 have a 124 Inſight than 


my Heart and Fortune; tell me whether 
it is not reaſonable, I ſhould be extreamly 
concern d at not ſeeing you; Ly if you can- 
not ſhew me, that I on not to be 
griey'd, tell me, at leaſt, t * do not 
deſire it, and bid me take care of my Fit, 
ks oe 74 Wenn 15 
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Began to be in a violent t Paſſion, about 
your not ſending me an Anſwer, but 
the Report which goes here, of your com- 
ing ſpeedily, has put me into a. better 
Humour again; and has made this Anger 

laſt no longer than the other Di ay es, 
which I have formerly endeavour'd to have 


againſt you. Indeed, I, who pretend to fl 
remember all your Excellent Quahties, as Fl! 
well as if 1 ſtill beheld m, ſhould quite 1 
have forgotten the Sweetneſs and Affability Ui 


could have diſappointed me on this Occaſi {| 
on; and could have refuſed this Conſolati:- 
on to a whom you migbt tene, 1 
o® Ah 


of your Temper, if I beliey'd that you | 
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ſo great need of it. Really, 1 believe there 
were never any Vexations like mine, and 
tho? Icertainly concluded, before 1 left you, 
that your Abſence would kill me, I did 
not think it would do me half the Hurt it 


is has done. * Bibille, Gambille, and Fanfar, 
never wept ſo much in their Lives for your 
t has not been quite ſo 


Abſence; and Bique 


Sorrowful as my ſelf, tho? you have not 
treated me very _ In good earneſt, 
er 


Mapa, I am juſt after the ſame manner 
in Pars, as you were formerly at Baſme, 
except my having the Pleaſure of Buying 
Sheep there ;. and as I am acquainted with 
your Humour, I could Swear, that your 


\ Jos Yours Sulltnde: tht wot Dom fo W06- 


ous to you, as this where I have been theſe 
three Weeks, does to me. I ſometimes 


ſee a great many Ladies that are tolerably 
Hand ſom; but do you think they could make 


me talk to 'em? All the Women in the 
World are as indifferent to me now; as the 
Perſon you know who, was to you; and 


tho they ſhould have all the Loves and the 
Graces about em, they would not fix my 


Mind one Moment. I Smile a little now 


and then in Company, and after lightly 


conſidering every Thing, I retire within 


— — 
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„ Bibille, Gambille, Fanfan aud Biquet, are ibe 
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fore- told me. 


renne wa A +48, , "= 
: FO r 


tba Eat ae Be WW ' R 
4-4 : Ky * 3 
* — 
/ «I 1 * 4 3 FRY "XI 
= "ad 9 1 
2 « 7 5 PI 7 & 7 3 F . 
5 » . p - i „ . 0 
; | * . ; * es +: 2 . ö 
. 1 * N * 8 5 
S * Ml es 4 
— 2 % 1 


my ſelf, and reſerve my Pleaſures for ano 
ther Time. Be pleafed, Mavpan, to lex 

her, whom I impatiently expect, come 
quickly, and Tet me, after ſo much Un- _ 
eaſineſs, be with you, as. you formerly 
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THE Cannon of Arras has not done z 
ſo much Execution as the Words you 
wrote me, ſince in an inſtant they have de- 
feated the Enemies that had made me a a} 
Priſoner, and were going to take.away my | 
Life. Laſt Night at your Houſe, I was 
attack'd by a Troop of Fears, Jealouſies, 
Sorrows, and Suſpicions ; and your Letter | 
has routed all theſe. They purſued me inn 
to my Lodygings, and did not ſuffer me to 
take a Moment's Reſt that Night : Really, jy 
you Puniſh thoſe whom you Hate, a great 1 
deal more than the Marchioneſs of- 
would do; and by putting what you do 
into my Head, you Revenge your ſelf more 
of me, than if you clove me aſunder. . 
imagine then, that there is in mine now, 
the Extremity of Joy and Sorrow together, Mt 
all manner of Pleaſures and Diſcontents 
and the moſt. Violent Love that ever _ { 
Ne | LT wit 
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1 the greateſt Jealonſie and Diſtruſt. 
- Be pleaſed, MAM, to unfold. all this 
Myltery, and ſince l haye but three Days to 
rn ict Ih at _ _ em rat 


OY r 8 
'P ee * a 'F i SY 2 — ee 


. 


LM 
„ LETTER III. 


* 66h. e 5 
a 771 - 


$"., F : 

EHOl b, I heſbock you, the Power 
| of your Inchantments ! which, not- 
WiIthſtanding the Condition I am in, makes 
me quite inſenſible of my Misfortune; and 
tho* I am upon the point of receiving the 
greateſt Affliction that can poſſibly befal to 
me, I am ſtill the Happieſt Man in the 
World. All the Beauty, Grace, Wit and 
Generoſity under Heaven, and, even, all 
the Goodneſs, Affability and Generolity, 
are to leave me in three Days; I am ſenſible, 
that all my Joy and 1 my Heart and 
my Soul muſt go at the ſame time; and 
yet amidſt all theſe Troubles, 1 have never- 

| theleſs ſome eaſy Hours; and if I have 
not Slept well to Night, I can ſay, at leaſt, 
that 1 have ſpent it well. To ſpeak the 
Truth, *tis Satisfaction for a Man's whole 
Life, to ſpend an Afternoon as 1 did 
Yeſterday. The bare Remembrance of 


the e I then , ought to = 
fort 
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fort me under all Misfortunes; and tho? 
I had only Dreamt of it, it would be ſuffici- 


ent to make me Eternally Happy. This 


is the only Thought my Mind is fix'd on 


at preſent; and which defends it from ſo 
many ſorts of Afflictions that threaten it, 
ſince all the Happineſs that I have leſt, de- 
pends on my believing that you ſtill love 
me a little. Let your Love for me, I beg 


you, continue fome Time; and do not. 


envy a Perſon, who is ſhortly to have ſo 
many Afflictions, this one Satisfaction. 


LETTER IIV. 


OV will find, by the Letter I wrote 
you this Morning, that I conform 


my ſelf entirely to your Will and Pleaſure: 
And! ING you the greateſt proof I can 


of my Obedience, by returning what you 
ſent me. I like 'em both ſo well, that I 
cannot tell which to chuſe, and I leave it 
wholly to you. The leaſt, however, plea- 
ſes me as well as the other, and in being 


the moſt ſprightly and nice, it reſembles 


you the more. Let me die, if I don't al- 


ready love both of them better than my. 
own Life, but not ſtill ſo much as you. 
See what à naughty Woman you are, after 
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having an Excuſe one Day, for loving two 
Perſons, you now find out a way to make 
me love three. There is no need, how- 
ever, of theſe Inventions, and in the Inno- 
cence I have remain'd ever ſince Yeſter- 
day, you ſhall do what you pleaſe with me. 
But, however, you ſhall never make me 
believe, after reading the Letter I juſt 
receiv'd, that you are not the moſt Agree- 
able, the moſt Lovely, and the moſt ac- 
compliſt'd Lady in the World. 


LTE LV. 


Y Eyes have been ſeveral Times 
1 ſince Yeſterday, as you ſaw 'em; 
but as ſoon as I think of you, they imme- 
diately clear np, and ceaſe eg I 
cannot imagine, that there is any thing 
conceal'dina Perſon who is fo full of Light, 
or believe that Heaven has ever made fo 
fine a Thing to deceive Mankind. This 
Picture, which I brought away from your 
| Houſe, cures me of all my Evils; and as 
ſoon as I caſt my Eyes on it, my Spleen. 

and Vapours forſake me, all my Jealouſies 
and Fears vaniſh, and my Mind: is filled 
with Glory and Satisfaction. Tis in 2 
| 8 OY- 
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Love-Letters: 1 
Joyful State, that I now write to you; and 
| aflure you, that there is not a Man in the 
whole Univerſe, ſo Pleas'd, fo Happy, or- 
ſo Amorous, as Iam. 
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LETTER LVI. 


ONSIEVUR de Caſtelnaut i wel 
4 Monſieur Mercoeur has been ſlightly 
wounded and: theMarquiſs de Faure very much; 

1 commend you for your Goodneſs 


in taking care of the Dead and Wound- 
ed; and I return you thanks, for the 


ſhare, which perhaps, I have in it. 1 


waz fatally wounded: the laſt time I ſaw 
you, but in a part, wherein I plainly fore- 


ſee I ſhall never be cured; and · unlefs I 


am always in your Company, or within 


two Yards of you, I do not think I can 


live. Really, Mspam, *tis highly im- 


prudent in you, to make your ſelf appear 
fo Lovely and Engaging as you are, to 
thoſe whom you wiſh no Ill to; when I be- 


held but half the Charms of your Wit and 


Beauty, you had, even: then, more than I 
could bear. Imagine what Condition then 
I am in now; for I have not had one Mo- 
ment's Reſt ſince Lleft you; But * 
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this, I have ſa much Joy and Satisfaction, 


that tho' I were to die the very next Hour, 


J would not complain of you; as well be- 
cauſe you are going away quickly, as upon 


Account of my own Life, which is likely to 
be very unhappy, I and ſhall be glad, if 
you took it away before you went. 


eee 
LETTER VII. 


SE becomes you well, my Fair,. 
you are in 4 merry Air; 
- But ſay what e re you will, or can, 
Voiture « ſtil a happy. Man; 
That be knows not all your wayr, 
Al your Tricks, and all your Plays, 
Hey down derry, fal, la, la &c. 
For then ſad would be his Days. 


in Verſe and Proſe, no body ever did 


che like; for my part, I am in the great- 


eſt Aſtoniſhment in the World, and when 


I conſider how Innocent you were this Win- 


ter that yau durſt not ſpeak the moſt com- 
mon Things, and took. Sophiſter to be a 
naughty Word: I cannot conceive how you 


have been able to do what you have done 


now; and that a ' Perſon who has m_ 
: | ; read 
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EALLY, you perform Wonders both 


led At LH Hoa 13 GQau ha a t_ wood. 
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_ rity, and only deſire you to. be conſtant, 


3 R 


Love. Letters. 115 


read but one Play, can become ſo knowing 
already. Tis a Miracle I don't underſtand. 
and I was not fo much ſurpriz'd to hear 1 
the Nuns at Loudon ſpeak Greek and Latin, 
as I am now to ſee you write. I beſeech 
you at leaſt, Ma DAM, not to make uſe of 
this Spirit which is lately enter'd into you, 
to deceive me ; for I plainly foreſee, if you 
undertake it, it will not be in my power to 
hinder it. I leave it entirely to your Since- 


till you find another that loves, eſteems, 
and admires you as muchas I do. 


Ff 


LETTER LEVIII. 4 


FT ER having nicely conſider'd all 4 

the Paſſages that happen'd yeſterday, 3 
promiſe you more than you deſir d of me: 
For I aſſure you, I will never ask any thing 1 
of you, neither will Jever ſee you any more. 4 
have juſt made ſuch ſtrange Vows and 4 
Reſolutions, that if I ſhould ever break 'em } 
afterwards, I can only give you a very baſe þ 


Teart, and the moſt pexjur'd Soul in the 
World. Indeed there muſt be an extreme 
Weakneſs in both, if they fall into your 
Hands again, after ſo much ill Uſzge. as 
1 — 3 . cy | 
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3s Love. Letters. | 
they met with there and I ſhall juſtly de- 
ſer ve all the Evils that you can do me, if the 
Remembrance of thoſe you have done, does 


not deliver me from you. A Ray of Light 
which ſhines upon me, as it were from Hea- 


ven, has enlighten'd my Blindneſs, diſco- 


ver'd to me the Falſeneſs.of your Charms, 
and ſhewn me, that ſhe, whom I yeſterday 
thought the moſt defireable Perſon on the 
Barth, is the only one whom I ought chict- 
ly to fear, and fly from. Give me leaye 
then to ſeek after Reſt in ſome other place 
ſince I can have none with you; ſince there 
is no pain that you have not made me ſuffer, 


and ſinee there are no new Torments left 


for you to exerciſe on me, be not concern d 
at my leaving you. While you are reading 
this, I ſhall ſet out from Paris, with a firm 


Reſolution never to return thither, till you 


lea ve it. 


s e e u das, 


EE TT ER LIX. 


OV muſt certainly be deſtin'd to di- 
ſturb the Quiet of my Life; fince both 


the goodand the ill which you do me, e- 
qually robs me of it. The Letter you writ 
me, the Paſſion you diſcover'd for me, = 

| 7 1 
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Toe Len, © 0 ITY 
the Care which you took in ſpeaking 1 n 
me, have hinder'd me from Sleeping this 1.71 
Night. I have ſpent every Hour of it in 
loes ¶ calling to mind what Grace, Wit, and Gen- 
gm teelneſs you ſhew in every thing, when vo 3 
you pleaſe ; and in thinking that what is 
ſco - ¶ the moſt. Agreeable, the Fineſt, and the N 
ms, ¶ moſt Charming in the World, does not e- 
day qual the moſt indifferent Things that you 
the Way, or do. I know not what will happen 
lief · ¶ to me, but I am ſincerely afraid, that Ican- 
eave I not avoid falling into that Misfortune, 
lace Mwhich I told you yeſterday, you would be „ OR 

lad of. When I think you love me, 
— Sleep ; when I think yon love another, 5 
let Wi deſpair 5 when J am abſent from you, 1 
know not what 1 do; and when I am with 
with you, all- your Words, Looks, and 
firm WActions, bewitch me. Behold, I beſeech 
| you Myon, what ſort of Life mine is to be, and 

What I am to expect from it. Certainly v 

there never was ſuch an unfortunate Life:: 
and all the Hopes I have, is, that your ab 
ſence is going to put an End to it, and to 
deliver me from all my Troubles at once. 
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| 5 OF 1.9. who ent tos 4 Pair of 
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F- Cannot find in my heart to let 1 Ser 
vant go away without a Billet; and me 
- thinks, this is the manner in which! muſt 


pay ſuch a Glover as you are. have mat 


ter enough to furniſh me with one; the moſt 
-amorous in the World; if 1 wonld write 
Fou but the leaſt: part of what my Heart 
” Pals for you: But knowing how ready 0 

_ areto improve every Advantage tl Y is gi 
ven you, I. dare not let you know hon 
n you are there; nor ſnhe w. ſo muc 
Eaſineſs as to be induced hy a pair of Gloves 
- to diſcoyer the Secrets of my Mind. 1 ſhal 
only aſſure yow that l * ours wit 
as much Joy, as 1 ſhould a Kingdom. Ther 
never were any ſo fine, I have kiſs'd e 
- above a Hundred times; and I could aſſure 
Fou, as heartily as T would kiſs. the fairel 


Hands! in the g * n not * 
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